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CHAPTER 4 - UNIT 2 - DAY 2

Ministry in Jerusalem

The church as a powerful evangelistic force in Jerusalem; the second
Jerusalem outpouring; facing persecution

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU

Source: Acts: The Spirit of God in Mission - Denzil R. Miller (Based on Chapter 4)

Chapter purpose. This chapter shows that after Pentecost the church remained a
powerful evangelistic force in Jerusalem: a second outpouring of the Spirit
produced bold witness, signs and wonders, and faithful endurance of persecution,
including Stephen's martyrdom.

After Pentecost the church is a powerful evangelistic force; this chapter shows
that witness continuing in Jerusalem, including a second outpouring (Acts
4:31).

Biblereading: Acts4:23-8:1

Before beginning this chapter, read Acts 4:23-8:1. Each part of the lesson then has

its own shorter reading: Acts 4:23-30, Acts 4:31-37, Acts 5:1-16, Acts 5:17-42,
Acts 6:1-7, Acts 6:8-15, and Acts 7:1-8:1.

L earning Objectives
 Explain why Luke included a second outpouring of the Spirit in Jerusalem, and
what personal and ministry lessons follow from it.

* Show how signs and wonders rel ate to the Holy Spirit and to the evangelistic
success of the church.

» Explain why seven men were chosen to take care of the widows in Acts 6, what
kind of men were chosen, and what resulted.

* |dentify who observed Stephen's martyrdom, and how Stephen's dying impacted
that person'slife.

» Describe how a person can prepare to finish hisor her life full of the Spirit.

Before ThisL esson, Read Your Bible

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU - Chapter 4 2



ACTS - Chapter 4 Lec SK. KIERU

Acts4:23-8:1

Before beginning this chapter, read Acts 4:23-8:1. Keep your Bible open. The
chapter reviews a shorter passage before each part of the lesson.

TheBigldea

Being filled with the Spirit isnot a one-time-only experience; it isa
repeatable and ongoing experience, and the second Jerusalem
outpouring resulted in ongoing Spirit-empower ed witnessin the city.

The Church as a Powerful Evangelistic Force

* Acts 3 and 4 show that after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of
Pentecost, the church became a powerful evangelistic force in Jerusalem.

» On the very first day, three thousand people were saved and baptized in water
(and probably baptized in the Holy Spirit).

* A powerful Spirit-anointed witnessing community was created, with new
believers being added to the church daily.

* The disciples witness was characterized by powerful preaching and miraculous
signs and wonders.

* At the Beautiful Gate of the temple, aforty-year-old man crippled from birth was
healed through Peter and John. Peter proclaimed the gospel, and the church grew
to five thousand men, besides women and children.

» Such success brought persecution from the Jewish religious leaders. The apostles
were captured, threatened, and released. As the days went by, the persecution
mounted.

* The disciples were not alone; the Holy Spirit was with them. Jesus had promised
them power, and they had received that power when they were baptized in the
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.

* Being filled with the Spirit is not a one-time-only experience; it is a repeatable
and ongoing experience.

» God was about to pour out His Spirit mightily again in Jerusalem. This second
outpouring, which we are calling the second Jerusalem outpouring, would result in
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ongoing Spirit-empowered witness in the city.

The Story: A Powerful Missionary Prayer (Acts 4:23-30)

After being threatened and released by the Jewish religious authorities, Peter and
John returned to the company of believers and reported what the chief priests and
€elders had done to them. They then prayed a powerful God-centered missionary
prayer, expressing their confidence in God and His providential dealings with
man. They concluded their prayer with two requests: that God would give them
boldness to preach the word, and that He would perform miraculous signs and
wonders through the name of Jesus.

Commentary on Acts 4:23-30

4:24 They raised their voicestogether in prayer to God

 Throughout Actsthereis a strong emphasis on prayer. Prayer is mentioned 33
times.

* Here, the disciples were in prayer when the Spirit was poured out.

* Their prayer was God-centered, rather than problem-centered. They focused
their attention not on their own problems, but on the greatness and sovereignty of
God.

4:25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit

* This phrase is an affirmation that Old Testament Scriptures were inspired by the
Holy Spirit.

* That same Spirit was now inspiring and empowering the apostles and other
believersto fulfill God's mission.

4:28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand
should happen

» What had happened to Christ, and by implication what was happening to the
disciples at this moment, was not accidental.
* |t was part of God's providential dealings with them and with al people.

» Aswe seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to take the gospel to all nations, we can be
assured that we are in God's hands and that He will providentially direct our paths.
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4:29 Enable your servantsto speak your word with great boldness

* Thedisciples did not ask for deliverance or even protection from harm.
* They asked for boldness to speak the gospel in the face of danger and threat.

» God answered their prayer by filling them with the Holy Spirit. Boldnessis one
manifestation of the power to witness promised in 1:8.

4:30 Stretch out your hand

* To ask God to stretch out His hand is to ask Him to manifest His presence
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

» When the disciples asked God to stretch out His hand (v. 30), He answered by
sending His Spirit (v. 31).

* In Scripture the hand (or arm, or finger) of the Lord is a metaphor often used for
the power of the Holy Spirit (Joshua 4:24; 2 Kings 3:15; Isaiah 59:1; Ezekiel 3:14;
37:1; Luke 11:20; Acts 11:21; 13:11).

The Story: A Second Outpouring in Jerusalem (Acts 4:31-37)

The Lord answered the church's prayer in a dramatic way. He manifested His
presence among them by shaking the place where they had gathered. God then
filled everyone present with the Holy Spirit, and as on the Day of Pentecost, they
began to proclaim the message of Christ boldly.

Because of this and other outpourings of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem, great grace
rested on the apostles, and they continued to preach the resurrected Christ. This
fresh bestowal of the Holy Spirit, as on the Day of Pentecost, drew the church
together in unity and loving concern for one another. Some even sold their houses
and lands and gave the proceeds to the apostles to distribute to the needy among
them. One man by the name of Joseph (or Barnabas) sold afield and gave the
money to the apostles.

Commentary on the Second Jerusalem Outpouring

* The disciples prayer was answered with a second powerful outpouring of the
Spirit in Jerusalem.

» Aswith the first outpouring at Pentecost, this outpouring resulted in powerful
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Spirit-anointed witness in Jerusalem.

* Thisisthe second of seven key outpourings of the Spirit in Acts (compare with
Table 2.1).

* Like the other six, it clearly illustrates L uke's empowerment-witness motif first
presented in 1:8.

4:31 After they prayed

» The Holy Spirit came in response to the disciples earnest prayer.

« Jesus taught us to ask for the Holy Spirit: "So | say to you: Ask and it will be
given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you"
(Luke 11:9; comparev. 13).

The place wher e they wer e meeting was shaken

* Just as He had done on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit manifested His
coming with a powerful demonstration of His power and presence.

* Thisisthe second theophany in Acts, the first being at Pentecost.

» Some have identified the "place" (Greek topos) as the temple mount (compare
Acts 2:46; 3:1; 4:1; 5:21, 25, 42). If thisis the case, the shaking of the great stone
walls and pillars of the temple must have been an awesome sight.

They wereall filled with the Holy Spirit
* The ultimate consequence of the Spirit's coming, as it was on the Day of
Pentecost, was that the disciples were "filled with the Holy Spirit."

* Luke uses the term ten times in Luke-Acts (Luke 1:15, 41, 67; Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31;
9:17; 13:9, 52).

« Each time he uses the term, he uses it to describe an experience separate from
conversion whose purpose is empowerment for prophetic vocational witness.

* Paul, on the other hand, uses the term only once in the context of Spirit-filled
worship (Ephesians 5:18-20).

Spoke the word of God boldly

» Theresult of the believers being filled with the Spirit was bold, powerful
Spirit-anointed witness (v. 33).

* The subject of their witness was the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (that is, the
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gospel).

* Thisisthe sameresult as at Pentecost: the disciples were first filled with the
Spirit, and they spoke in tongues "declaring the wonders of God" (2:11). Peter
then preached a prophetic message resulting in three thousand people coming to
Christ (vv. 14-41). Finally, a powerful witnessing community was formed, and
many signs and wonders were done by the apostles (vv. 42-47).

* Thisisthe pattern repeated throughout Acts: every time there is an outpouring of
the Spirit, the result is Spirit-anointed missional witness.

4:32 Onein heart and mind

» Unity was both a requirement and aresult of their being filled with the Spirit.

* Before Pentecost "they were all with one accord in one place” (Acts 2:1, NKJV).
After Pentecost they were "onein heart and mind."

* Their unity was around the mission of Christ. Such unity is essential to reaching
the nations with the gospel.

4:33 Much grace was upon them all

* This phrase is areference to their being filled with the Spirit (Luke 2:40; Acts
6:8).

* The preposition "upon” reminds us of Jesus promisein 1:8 that the Holy Spirit
would "come upon" them and give them power to witness (compare L uke 24:49).

The Story: Revelation and Witness (Acts 5:1-16)

The church's expanding witness was now threatened by wrongdoing from within.
A man by the name of Ananias, along with hiswife, Sapphira, were moved by
Satan and conspired to deceive the congregation. They pretended to give the entire
proceeds from the sale of a piece of property to the church; however, they held
back part of the sale price for themselves. The Holy Spirit revealed their
conspiracy to Peter, who challenged their deception, saying that they were lying,
not only to men, but to the Holy Spirit as well. God then struck them down dead.
As aresult, great fear came upon the church and all who heard the story.

In spite of such wrongdoing from within and continued opposition from without,
the church continued to prosper and grow. The apostles, still anointed by the
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Spirit, did many miraculous signs and wonders among the people, and the
believers continued to meet together in the temple under Solomon's Colonnade in
the Court of the Gentiles. Because of the Spirit's mighty presence upon them, they
were feared by some, yet held in high regard by all. Their numbers continued to
grow as new believers, both men and women, joined their ranks. God worked
extraordinary miracles through them. The sick were laid in the streets so that
Peter's shadow might pass over them. Multitudes began to gather from the
surrounding towns, and many brought their friends and loved ones to be healed
and set free from demons. As had often happened in the ministry of Jesus, all were
healed.

Commentary on Acts5:1-16
A conspiracy isunmasked

* Not only did the Holy Spirit empower believers to effectively proclaim the
gospel to the lost, He also enabled them to challenge threats to the spread of the
gospel from within their own ranks.

* The story of Ananias and Sapphirais one such example.

5:3 Satan has sofilled your heart

* Just as one can be filled with the Spirit, there exists the possibility that Satan (or
his demonic agents) can aso fill or influence one's heart (compare Luke 22:3, 31).

* Ananias and Sapphira's conspiracy was revealed to Peter by the Holy Spirit, for
how else could he have known what wasin their hearts?

 Thisincident is a Lukan example of the operation of the gift of distinguishing
between spirits (1 Corinthians 12:10).

5:3,9 You havelied to the Holy Spirit... you agreeto test the Spirit of
theLord

* To sin against the work and mission of God isto sin against and test the Holy
Spirit.
5:11 Great fear seized... all who heard about these events

* Like other Spirit-directed acts, this one resulted in witness. This time fear seized
the people who heard.
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» Such fear can be the beginning of the knowledge of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7;
9:10).

* In Acts the manifestation of God's power resulted in various reactions, including
utter amazement (2:7; 3:10), being filled with awe (2:43), perplexity (2:12), hearts
filled with praise to God (4:21), great fear (5:5, 11), great joy (8:8), astonishment
(8:13), and saving faith (9:42; compare 1 Corinthians 2:4-5).

» We, like the first-century believers, should pray that God will "stretch out [His]
hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of [Hig]
holy servant Jesus" (Acts 4:30).

Ongoing witnessin Jerusalem (5:12-16)

» Acts 5:12-16 is one of fifteen summary passages that L uke inserts into the story
of Acts.

* Other summary passages are 2:43-47; 4:4, 32-35; 5:42; 6.7; 8:4; 9:31; 12:24;
13:52; 14:6-7, 28; 15:35; 16:4-5; 19:20.

5:12 Many miraculous signs and wonder s among the people

* Signs and wonders are an essential part of true gospel proclamation.

« According to Paul, the gospel has not been fully proclaimed until it has been
clearly presented and powerfully demonstrated (compare Romans 15:18-19).

* Proclamation and demonstration are two sides of the same gospel coin.

* In evangelistic ministry, signs and wonders help to open the hearts of people to
the message of the gospel.

« For an explanation of "miracles, wonders, and signs' see comments on Acts
2:.22.

5:14 More and more men and women believed in the Lord

 Again, the result of Spirit-induced signs and wonders was witness, resulting in
saving faith.

5:15 Peter's shadow

 Though the text does not explicitly state that anyone was actually healed by
Peter's shadow, we can reasonably assume that some were.

* This manifestation of God's power fitsinto the category of "extraordinary
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miracles," such as the curing of illnesses and exorcism of evil spirits by cloths that
touched Paul's body (Acts 19:11-12).

« If God grants such miracles, we rejoice; however, they are not necessarily
normative practice in the church.

5:16 From the towns around Jer usalem

» Witness in Jerusalem had now extended into the towns around Jerusalem, that is,
into Judea.

* The fulfillment of Jesus prophecy in 1:8 continues.

The Story: Imprisonment, Release, and Witness (Acts 5:17-42)

Filled with jealousy, the Jewish religious leaders arrested the apostles and put
them into jail. That same night an angel of the Lord freed them, commanding
them to go, stand in the temple courts, and declare "the full message of this new
life." The next morning, the apostles obeyed the angel's command and went into
the temple courts. There they began teaching the people. When the Jewish leaders
heard that the apostles were again in the temple teaching the people, they had
them seized and brought before the council, where they ordered them to stop
preaching in the name of Jesus. However, Peter and the apostles answered, "We
must obey God rather than men," and began witnessing to the council concerning
the death, resurrection, and exaltation of Christ. They then told the Jewish leaders
to repent, declaring, "We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit,
whom God has given to those who obey him."

Some in the council wanted to have them executed. Calming them down, Gamaliel
reasoned with them, saying, "If their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will
fail. But if it isfrom God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only
find yourselves fighting against God" (vv. 38-39). The council then had the
apostles flogged, ordered them to stop speaking in the name of Jesus, and let them
go. The apostles, however, rejoiced that they had been counted worthy to suffer for
"the Name." Day after day, "in the temple courts and from house to house, they
never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesusis the Christ."

Commentary on Acts5:17-42
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* The apostles were again hauled before the Jewish authorities and commanded
not to preach the gospel.

» And again they refused, saying that they were subjects of a higher authority:
God.

* In both instances, Luke attributes their boldness to the Holy Spirit (4:8, compare
v. 31; 5:32).

5:17 Filled with jealousy

* Asthe church's numbers continued to increase in Jerusalem, so did the jealousy
and resentment of the local religious authorities.

* Persecution continued to mount against the church. Throughout Acts, the gospel
advanced in the midst of persecution.
5:19 Angel of theLord

» The ministry of angelsis mentioned at least eighteen timesin Acts.

» The writer of Hebrews describes them as "ministering spirits sent to serve those
who will inherit salvation" (Hebrews 1:14).

» Angels have not been commissioned to preach the gospel. That isthe job of the
redeemed.

* In Luke-Acts, angels do participate in advancing the kingdom of God by
observing (Luke 15:10), informing (Luke 1:11-19, 26-38; 2:8-14; 24:4-8; Acts
7:38, 53; 27:23-24), directing (Acts 1:10-11; 8:26; 10:3-6, 22; 11:13), comforting
(Luke 1:26; 2:10; Acts 27:23), strengthening (Luke 22:43), and delivering (Acts
5:19; 12:7) the children of God.

5:20 Go, stand..., and tell

» The command of the angel to "Go" reminds us of Jesus Great Commission,
where He instructs His disciples to go to all nations and preach the gospel
(compare Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:46-48; John 20:21-22; Acts
1:8).

* Aswe go, we are to take our stand for Christ and tell His message to all who will
listen.

5:32 We are witnesses of these things, and so isthe Holy Spirit

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU - Chapter 4 11



ACTS - Chapter 4 Lec SK. KIERU

* It isthe Spirit who empowers us to witness for Christ (1:8). The Spirit himself
also bears witness to Christ.

 He convicts the lost of their sins (Genesis 6:3; John 16:8), reveals Christ to them
(John 16:13-15), and then regenerates those who repent and believe the gospel
(John 3:6; Titus 3:5).

» The"things" to which we are called to witness are the message of Jesus
crucifixion, resurrection, and exaltation to the right hand of God.

* In doing this we must urge the people to repent and receive forgiveness for their
sins (vv. 30-31).

Whom God has given to those who obey him

* In context, the obedience spoken of hereis not a general obedience to the

commands of God (though that application may be made), but rather a specific
obedience to the command to be Christ's witnesses (compare vv. 28-29).

» Theimplication is that God will fill with the Spirit and empower those who are
prepared to obey His command to preach the gospel to the lost (1:8).

5:40 They... had them flogged... and ordered them not to speak in the
name of Jesus

* The persecution was escalating. The disciples received yet another ultimatum to
stop preaching Christ.

* Thistime, however, the authorities had them flogged to emphasize their
seriousness.

5:42 They never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news
* Before, Peter was afraid to witness for Christ (Luke 22:54-62); now he preaches
boldly, even in the face of persecution and death.

» What made the difference? He had been empowered by the Holy Spirit (2:4), and
he continued to walk in the Spirit.

* With this empowering came great zeal and boldness to preach the gospel (Acts
4:20; 31).

The Story: A Spirit-Guided Decision (Acts 6:1-7)
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Asthe church in Jerusalem continued to grow, another dispute arose in their
midst. Some of the Hellenistic Jews (that is, Jews who had adopted the Greek
culture) complained that their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution of food. Directed by the Holy Spirit, the apostles developed a plan to
address the issue. They said to the people, "It would not be right for us to neglect
the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables." They then instructed
the church to choose seven men "full of the Spirit and wisdom" whom they would
put in charge of the matter. The proposal pleased the church, and seven
Spirit-filled men were chosen and appointed to the task. Because of this
Spirit-guided action, the word of God spread, and the number of disciplesin
Jerusalem increased rapidly. Even alarge number of priests became obedient to
the faith.

Commentary on Acts6:1-7

6:1 The number of discipleswasincreasing

* In spite of the hostility the church was facing, it continued to increasein
numbers.

* The church's growth, however, brought new challenges. The many needs of the
people began to distract the apostles from the ministry to which Jesus has called
them: the proclamation of the gospel.

6:2 Not beright for usto neglect the ministry of the word of God
* Like the apostles, the primary calling of ministers of the gospel isto proclaim
the word of God.

» No matter what other responsibilities he or she may be given, it is never right for
aminister or missionary to neglect the ministry of the Word.

» When this happens, the preacher of the gospel must take immediate steps to
delegate the work to othersin order to remain focused on the preaching and
teaching of the word of God and prayer.

6:3 Seven men... full of the Spirit and wisdom

* Those chosen for |eadership in the church should be full of the Holy Spirit and
wisdom.
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6:6 Laid their hands on them

* In Acts, the laying on of hands often indicates that someone is being
commissioned to service, asin thisinstance.

* Other such instances could include Ananias' laying hands on Paul (Acts 9:15-18;
compare 26:15-18) and Paul's laying hands on the Ephesian disciples (19:6; see
also the note in this book on Acts 8:17).

6:7 Theword of God spread

» Asaresult of the apostles Spirit-directed decision to appoint seven "deacons' to
help them in the work, the word of the Lord continued to spread in Jerusalem.

* "The number of disciples... increased rapidly” in Jerusalem, and a "large number
of priests became obedient to the faith.”

 Two of these deacons (Stephen and Philip) would emerge as powerful
evangelists and prophetic witnesses to the gospel of Christ.

The Story: Stephen's Spirit-Empower ed Witness (Acts 6:8-15)

Stephen was one of the seven chosen to take care of the neglected widows. He was
"aman full of God's grace and power," and through him, the Spirit did great signs
and wonders among the people. Stephen's witness was opposed by aradical sect

of Jews known as the Synagogue of the Freedmen. They were unable, however, to
stand up against the Spirit or the wisdom by which he spoke. As aresult, they
began to stir up the Jewish elders and teachers, accusing Stephen of blasphemy.
Soon after, they seized him and brought him before the Sanhedrin, where false
witnesses testified against him. As Stephen testified, his accusers saw the Spirit
come upon him so that his face appeared "like the face of an angel.”

Commentary on Acts 6:8-15

 Having introduced his readers to the seven Spirit-filled "deacons,” Luke now
turns his attention to the Spirit-empowered ministry of two of them.

 Thefirst is Stephen, "aman full of God's grace and power."
6:8 Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power

* Being full of God's grace and power isthe result of one's being filled with the
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Spirit (compare 4:31-33).
* Before Luke describes Stephen's ministry, he wants his readers to know that
Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit (seealso v. 3).

» Thisisaconsistent pattern in Acts. Luke always prefaces the description of one's
ministry by showing that he was first filled with the Spirit.

e Thisincludes Peter (2:4; 4:8), Stephen (6:3, 5), Philip (6:3-5), Paul (9:17-18),
Barnabas (11:22-24), and Silas (15:32, implied).

6:10 Hiswisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke

* Stephen’'s ministry was characterized by Spirit-inspired preaching.
* The Spirit gave him supernatural wisdom to confound his detractors.

* This could be a manifestation of the spiritual gift of the message of wisdom
spoken of by Paul (1 Corinthians 12:8).

The Story: Stephen's Speech and Martyrdom (Acts 7:1-8:1)

When Stephen was given the opportunity to speak, he launched into a message
telling the history of the Jewish people. He told the Jews that, although God
continually reached out to them and sent |eaders and prophets to them, they
continually rejected His messengers. God called Abraham and made a covenant
with him to bless his descendants. He blessed | saac and Jacob and used Joseph to
save their nation. God also called Moses to deliver them from Egyptian bondage.
Y et some Israelites still rejected Moses, saying to him, "Who made you ruler and
judge over us?' Moses, however, continued to lead them and was used by God to
do wonders and miraculous signsin Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness.
Moses prophesied, "God will send you a prophet like me from your own people.”

Stephen then told them of their fathers' rebellion against Moses and God: "They
rejected him and in their hearts turned back to Egypt." Neither did their fathers
appreciate God's many other kind acts toward them, such as the tabernacle in the
wilderness nor the temple, which He led Solomon to build. Even so, they should
know "that the Most High does not live in houses made by men."

At this point Stephen began to drive his message home. He called his accusers
"gtiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears." He told them that they
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werejust like their fathers, who always resisted the Holy Spirit. Their fathers even
persecuted the prophets who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now
they had committed the ultimate wrong: they had betrayed and murdered their
promised Messiah!

Stephen's bold accusation infuriated his accusers. They became so enraged that
they began to grind their teeth at him. Stephen, however, was full of the Spirit. He
looked up to heaven and saw God's glory and Jesus standing at the right hand of
the Father. He cried out, "L ook, | see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at
the right hand of God!" Thisincensed his opponents even more. They covered
their ears and began to shout at the top of their voices. They then dragged him out
of the city and began to stone him. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" (v. 59). Falling on his knees, he uttered afinal
prayer, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them" (v. 60), and died. Those who took
part in the murder of Stephen laid their coats at the feet of ayoung Jewish
Pharisee named Saul of Tarsus, who was consenting to Stephen's death.

Commentary on Stephen's Speech

» Stephen's speech is not so much a sermon as the inspired words of a prophet.

» Stephen did not try to plead his own cause or to mitigate his impending
punishment. Instead, he spoke by the Spirit, boldly declaring God's message for
the day.

* His message had strong missionary overtones. Stephen reminded the Jews how
God often spoke to the fathers outside Jerusalem.

* Quoting from Isaiah, he insisted that the temple is not the way to God, for God is
far too vast to be housed in any man-made building.

* The violent response Stephen received from the crowd was not unanticipated.
After all, these were the same people who had condemned Christ to death.

* They leveled the same accusation against Stephen as they had against Jesus:
blaspheming the temple.

* Stephen, however, felt that it was more important to declare the true message of
God than to preserve his own life. By killing him, they did to him what they had
always done to God's prophets.
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7:37 God will send you a prophet like me
 Thisisareference to Moses prophecy in Deuteronomy 18:15. Peter identified
the "prophet like Moses" as Jesus, the Messiah (Acts 3:19-22).

* Both Jesus and Moses were Spirit-anointed prophets, for the Spirit of God rested
upon both of them (Numbers 11:16-29; Luke 4:18-19), and by the Spirit they both
performed miraculous signs and wonders (Acts 7:36; 10:38).

* Unlike Moses, however, the Spirit rested upon Jesus ministry in full measure
(Luke 4:18-19; John 1:32; 3:34 [KJV]).

* Just as God took the Spirit who rested on Moses and placed Him on the seventy
eldersin the wilderness, at Pentecost, and since Pentecost, God has taken the
Spirit who rested on Jesus and put Him on Jesus' disciples.

* Moses longing expressed in Numbers 11:29 ("I wish that al the Lord's people
were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!") wasfirst
fulfilled at Pentecost (Acts 2:17-18).

* The purpose of this transfer of the Spirit is the same for us and Jesus' disciples as
it was for Moses' seventy elders. empowerment for service.

7:51 You alwaysresist the Holy Spirit!

* Stephen, full of the Spirit, was very bold.

» He reminded the Jews how their fathers refused to obey the words of Moses who
"was sent to be their ruler and deliverer by God himself" (v. 35).

* Now they were regjecting the One greater than Moses, and in doing this, they
were resisting the Holy Spirit just as their fathers had.

7:52 The Righteous One... you have betrayed and murdered him

* They had committed the ultimate transgression: they had betrayed and murdered
the Righteous One, their promised Messiah.

Commentary on Stephen's Martyrdom
7:55 Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit

» Stephen is described as being "filled with" or "full of" the Spirit on this and two
other occasionsin Acts (6:3, 5).
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* "Filled" indicates the process, "full,” the resulting state.

* Stephen was full of the Spirit when he preached to the Jews. Now, as they begin
to stone him, he remains full of the Spirit.

* The Spirit not only empowered Stephen's teaching and preaching, He also
enabled him to stay true to God and the mission God had given him, even in the
time of great trial.

Jesus standing at the right hand of God

» As hewas dying, Stephen had a vision of the ascended Christ.

» When Jesus ascended, He sat down at the right hand of the Father (Luke 22:69;
Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Revelation 3:21).

* [t isfrom this exalted position that He received from the Father the promised
Holy Spirit, whom He poured out at Pentecost (Acts 2:33).

» What can account for Jesus, in thisinstance, standing at the right hand of God? It
can only be that He is standing in honor of His faithful servant Stephen, the
church'sfirst martyr.

7:59-60 Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.... Lord, do not hold thissin
against them

* Stephen died as Jesus died: both were full of the Spirit (compare Hebrews 9:14),
both prayed for their executors (compare Luke 23:34), and both offered up their
spirits to God (compare Luke 23:46).

» Stephen not only bore witness to Christ in hislife and in his preaching but also
bore faithful witnessto Christ in his death.

8:1 Saul wasthere, giving approval to hisdeath
* In 7:58 Luke said that "the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of ayoung man
named Saul."

* This young man would later, after he encountered the resurrected Christ on the
road to Damascus, become Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles.

» However, on this occasion, Saul was present "giving approval to [Stephen's]
death."

* The courage and grace that Stephen displayed at this time must have profoundly
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affected Saul and was likely a key element in his eventual surrender to Christ.

Conclusion

e In this unit we have looked at two powerful outpourings of the Holy Spirit that
took place in Jerusalem: Pentecost (that is, the first Jerusalem outpouring, 2:1-4)
and the second Jerusalem outpouring (4:31).

* Both outpourings resulted in immediate Spirit-empowered witness in the city,
and both demonstrate L uke's empowerment-witness motif introduced in 1:8: "You
will receive power..., and you will be my witnesses."

* The powerful witness resulting from these two outpourings also began the
fulfillment of the second part of Jesus evangelistic agenda revealed in the second
part of the verse: "Y ou will be my witnessesin Jerusalem, and in all Judea.”

* The outpourings of the Spirit in Jerusalem served a second purpose. They
prepared the church for the great persecution that was to come.

» Unknown to the believersin Jerusalem, afrenzy of violent persecution would
soon break out against them. We will discuss that persecution and the church's
response in the next chapter.

Important Terms

Second Jerusalem outpouring. The filling of the gathered believersin Acts 4:31,
after they prayed. The place was shaken, they were all filled with the Holy Spirit,
and they spoke the word of God boldly.

Empowerment-witness motif. L uke's repeated pattern: the Spirit comes, and
witness follows.

Theophany. A moment when God shows His presence in away people can see.

Proclamation and demonstration. Saying the gospel clearly, and showing the
gospel by the Spirit's power. Both belong together.

Filled with the Holy Spirit. Luke's phrase for being empowered to speak for God.
It is not the same as conversion, and it can happen more than once.

Hellenistic Jews. Jews who had adopted the Greek culture.
Gift of distinguishing between spirits. The Spirit showing a person what istruly of
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God and what is not. Peter knew Ananias and Sapphiraslie thisway.

Summary passages. Short reports L uke inserts to show how the church was
progressing.

Key People

* Peter and John: Threatened and released by the Jewish authorities, they reported
to the believers and joined a missionary prayer. Peter later challenged Ananias and
Sapphira, and with the apostles refused to stop preaching Christ.

» Joseph (Barnabas): Sold afield and gave the money to the apostles after the
second outpouring.

* Ananias and Sapphira: Moved by Satan, they conspired to deceive the
congregation by holding back part of a sale while pretending to give the whole.
The Spirit revealed the lie to Peter, and God struck them down dead.

» Gamaliel: A council member who calmed those who wanted the apostles
executed, saying that if the work was of God, they would only find themselves
fighting against God.

* The seven: Seven men "full of the Spirit and wisdom," appointed to take care of
the neglected widows so the apostles would not neglect the ministry of the word.
The textbook also calls them seven "deacons." Two of them, Stephen and Philip,
became powerful evangelists.

* Stephen: One of the seven. "A man full of God's grace and power." He did great
signs and wonders, spoke with wisdom the Spirit gave him, and became the
church'sfirst martyr, remaining full of the Spirit as he died.

* Saul of Tarsus: A young Jewish Pharisee. Those who stoned Stephen laid their
coats at his feet. He was present, giving approval to Stephen's death. He would
later become Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles.

» An angel of the Lord: Freed the apostles from jail and commanded them to go,
stand in the temple courts, and declare "the full message of this new life." Angels
are not commissioned to preach the gospel; that is the job of the redeemed.

Key Places

* Jerusalem: The city where, after Pentecost, the church became a powerful
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evangelistic force, received a second outpouring of the Spirit, and faced mounting
persecution.

* The Beautiful Gate of the temple: Where aforty-year-old man crippled from
birth was healed through Peter and John, and a huge crowd gathered to hear the
gospel.

» Solomon's Colonnade in the Court of the Gentiles: Where the believers
continued to meet together in the temple as the apostles did many signs and
wonders.

 The temple courts. Where the angel sent the apostles to teach, and where day
after day they never stopped teaching and proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ.

» The towns around Jerusalem: Witness extended from Jerusalem into these towns,
that is, into Judea. The fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy in 1:8 continues.
Key Event

The second Jerusalem outpouring: after they prayed, the place where they were
meeting was shaken, they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the
word of God boldly (Acts 4:31).

Thisisthe second of seven key outpourings of the Spirit in Acts and the second
theophany in Acts, the first being at Pentecost. It resulted in powerful
Spirit-anointed witness in Jerusalem and illustrates L uke's empowerment-witness
motif. Being filled with the Spirit is not a one-time-only experience.

Key Verse

"They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God
boldly."

Acts 4:31
Remember This

* Being filled with the Spirit is not a one-time-only experience; it is a repeatable
and ongoing experience.
* Proclamation and demonstration are two sides of the same gospel coin.
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* Spirit-empowered ministry is not for the apostles only; it isfor all people.

Life Application: Seek a Fresh Infilling

» Aswe go into the world to preach the gospel, we can anticipate resistance.
Sometimes we will even experience threats and persecution.

» When this happens, we should remain focused on the task that God has given us.
» We should go to God and seek Him for afresh infilling of the Holy Spirit.

* Our prayer should not focus on our problems, but on God and His ability to take
care of us and meet our every need.

Life Application: Frequent Infillingswith the Spirit

* The apostles were first filled with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (2:4). Peter
was again filled with the Spirit in 4:8. Now everyonein the body was again filled
with the Spirit.

* [tisessential for Christian workers to realize that they must experience frequent
infillings with the Holy Spirit.

* They should not make the mistake of thinking that once they have been baptized
in the Spirit, they have somehow arrived at the goal, and there is nothing more
they need to do to maintain a Spirit-empowered life.

* Spirit baptism brings a Christian into a new relationship with the Spirit. That
relationship, however, must be continually renewed.

» No matter how powerful one'sinitial infilling may be, if the experience does not
find further expressionin alife of sincere devotion, disciplined prayer, and
committed witness, the power of the experience will soon fade. The Christian
worker will lose the spiritual power he or she received.

Life Application: Spiritual Giftsin the Church and in the
Marketplace

» We are called to be "competent as ministers of a new covenant... of the Spirit" (2
Corinthians 3:6).

» God wants to demonstrate His grace and power through usin the manifestation
of spiritual gifts.
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» Such manifestations should occur both in the church (as with Ananias and
Sapphira) and in the marketplace (as when the apostles performed many signs
among the people).

* For this to happen, we must remain full of the Spirit and open to His voice.

* Such arelease of spiritual gifts can bring great blessing to the church and result
in adramatic advance of the gospel.

Life Application: Preach in the Face of Adversity
» When the apostles were threatened and commanded to stop preaching the gospel,
they did not stop.

* This was because they were full of the Holy Spirit and focused on the mandate
of Jesus that they should be His witnesses.

» We too must remain full of the Spirit and focused on the mandate of Christ. If we
will, we will courageously preach the gospel in the face of adversity.

Life Application: Release Spirit-Filled Workers

* The Spirit of the Lord not only empowers us to preach the gospel to the lost, He
also directs usin administrating the work of the church.

* If the leaders of the church will befilled with the Spirit and follow the leadership
of the Spirit, thiswill result in the church becoming more effective in its primary
mission of taking the gospel to the lost and planting other Spirit-empowered
missional churches.

» Pastors should not try to hold their lay people back from gospel ministry. They
should rather ensure that they are filled with the Spirit and then release them to be
used by God in whatever way He may choose.

Life Application: Spirit-Empowered Ministry Isfor All

* Spirit-empowered ministry is not for apostles only; it isfor al of God's people.
* Stephen was not an apostle, but God used him mightily.

» We have all been called to be His witnesses, and we have al been promised His
power (1:8; 2:4, 38).
* God can use anyone who will open his or her life to Him, be filled with the
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Spirit, and obey His command to share the gospel with others.

Life Application: Finish Full of the Spirit

* There are times when God calls upon us to preach the word, evenin
uncomfortable and dangerous situations. At such times we must never
compromise the gospel message.

» We must be bold and always "speak the truth in love" (Ephesians 4:15).

» Such boldness in the face of danger comes when we are totally committed to the
mission of God and, like Stephen, "full of God's grace and power" (Acts 6:8).

» We should guard ourselves against becoming like the Jews who "always resisted
the Holy Spirit." It is possible that we too can resist the Holy Spirit.

* Just as the Pharisees rejected the Spirit-anointed ministry of Jesus, church
leaders today can be tempted to reject the demonstration of the Spirit's power and
the manifestation of spiritual giftsin the name of "sound doctrine" or social
respectability.

» We should also realize that the Holy Spirit will never abandon usin our times of
great trial. And neither will Jesus!

« Just as He honored Stephen in his death, He will honor usif we will remain
faithful unto Him.

* Jesus promised, "Be faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of life"
(Revelation 2:10, NKJV).

» Sometimes a Christian's death or martyrdom has an even greater impact for
Christ than hislife. Truly, the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church!

Textbook Review and Application
1. Why did Luke include a second outpouring of the Spirit in Jerusalem in his
narrative? What personal and ministry lessons can we learn from this outpouring?

* 2. How are signs and wonders related to the Holy Spirit? How are they related to
the evangelistic success of the church?

» 3. Why was it important that seven men be chosen to take care of the feeding of
the widows in Acts 6? What kind of men were chosen? What was the result of this
Spirit-guided action?
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* 4. Who was there to observe Stephen’'s martyrdom? How did Stephen's dying
impact this person's life?
* 5. How can a person prepare to finish his or her life full of the Spirit?

Quick Review

1. Which of the seven key outpourings is the second Jerusalem outpouring, and
what was its result?

Answer: It isthe second of seven. As at Pentecost, it resulted in powerful Spirit-anointed
witnessin Jerusalem (Acts 4:31).

2. What two requests did the disciples make in their missionary prayer after Peter
and John were rel eased?

Answer: That God would give them boldness to preach the word, and that He would perform
miraculous signs and wonders through the name of Jesus.

3. How does L uke use the phrase "filled with the Holy Spirit" in Luke-Acts?
Answer: Ten times. Each time it describes an experience separate from conversion whose
purpose is empowerment for prophetic vocational witness.

4. What kind of men were chosen to care for the neglected widows, and what was
the result?

Answer: Seven men "full of the Spirit and wisdom." The word of God spread, the number of

disciplesin Jerusalem increased rapidly, and alarge number of priests became obedient to the
faith.

5. Who observed Stephen’'s martyrdom, and how did it affect him?

Answer: Saul of Tarsus was present, giving approval to Stephen's death. The courage and grace
Stephen displayed must have profoundly affected Saul and was likely akey element in his
eventual surrender to Christ.

Chapter Summary

Being filled with the Spirit is not a one-time-only experience; the second
Jerusalem outpouring resulted in ongoing Spirit-empowered witness in the city.

* After they prayed, the place was shaken, they were al filled with the Holy Spirit,
and they spoke the word of God boldly. Thisis the second of seven key
outpouringsin Acts.
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» Signs and wonders are an essential part of true gospel proclamation:
proclamation and demonstration are two sides of the same gospel coin.

* Stephen, full of the Spirit, became the church's first martyr. Saul of Tarsus was
there, giving approval to his death.

Seek frequent infillings with the Holy Spirit, remain focused on Christ's mandate
to witness, and never compromise the gospel, even in danger.

ONE-SENTENCE MEMORY

A second outpouring of the Spirit in Jerusalem filled the church again,
produced bold witness and signs, and prepared the believersto face
rising persecution, including Stephen's death.
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CHAPTER S5 - UNIT 3 - DAY 2

Per secution and Witnhess

The witness of scattered believers, Philip's Spirit-empowered witnessin
Samaria, the Samaritan outpouring, and Philip's Spirit-directed ministry in
Gaza

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU

Source: Acts: The Spirit of God in Mission - Denzil R. Miller (Based on Chapter 5)
Chapter purpose. This chapter shows how the church responded to the savage
persecution that broke out in Jerusalem: the scattered believers preached
everywhere they went, Philip preached Christ in Samaria, and Peter and John
came so the Samaritans could be filled with the Holy Spirit.

The last two chapters showed how two (and probably many more) mighty
outpourings of the Spirit made the Jerusalem church a mighty evangelistic
force in the city. Those same outpourings also prepared it for the persecution
that now scattersit into Judea and Samaria, the next item on Jesus "Acts 1:8
agenda”.

Biblereading: Acts8:1-40

Read Acts 8:1-40 before beginning this chapter. The chapter then asks you to

review or read each portion again as you reach it: Acts 8:1-4, Acts 8:5-8, Acts
8:9-25, and Acts 8:26-40.

L ear ning Objectives
 Explain why Luke would include the story of the persecution and scattering of
the Jerusalem church in his narrative.

* Show how the church's scattering into Judea and Samaria relates to Jesus
statement in Acts 1:8.

» State the indications in the text that the Samaritans were truly saved as aresult of
Philip's ministry.

* Explain why the apostles sent Peter and John to Samaria, and what the Samaritan
outpouring accomplished.
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 Explain how the story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch is an example of a
"divine appointment"”.

Before This L esson, Read Your Bible
Acts 8:1-40

Read the whole of Acts 8 before the lesson. Each part of the lesson has its own
portion to review: Acts 8:1-4 for the witness of scattered believers, Acts 8:5-8 for
Philip in Samaria, Acts 8:9-25 for the Samaritan outpouring, and Acts 8:26-40 for
the road to Gaza.

TheBigldea

The church transitioned from a Jewish sect to an international
missionary force.

The Transitional Period Begins

* In the last two chapters we saw how, as aresult of two (and probably many
more) mighty outpourings of the Holy Spirit on the church in Jerusalem, it
became a mighty evangelistic force in the city.

* The church was equipped to fulfill its mission of reaching the people of
Jerusalem (1:8), but it was also prepared for what lay ahead.

» The Jerusalem Christians were soon to experience a savage outbreak of
persecution that would cause them to flee for their very lives.

* The believers were unaware of what was to come, but God knew. He was
preparing them by filling them again and again with His Holy Spirit.

* Thetime had come for the church to move to the next item on Jesus "Acts 1:8
agenda’, the evangelization of Judea and Samaria.

» We are calling this the transitional period of the book of Acts (see Table 2.1). It
is the time period when the church transitioned from being a purely Jewish sect to
an international missionary force.

* During this period three powerful outpourings of the Holy Spirit occurred. Each
served to prepare the church for its upcoming Gentile mission, which will be
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discussed in Unit 4.

The Story: The Witness of Scattered Believers (Acts 8:1-4)

On the same day Stephen was stoned, a great persecution led by Saul of Tarsus
broke out against the church in Jerusalem. Saul began moving from house to
house, assaulting and arresting Christian men and women and putting them into
prison. Many believersfled for their lives from Jerusalem, scattering throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria. Amazingly, they preached the gospel
everywhere they went! The apostles, however, remained in Jerusalem, enduring
the full force of the persecution.

Commentary on Acts 8:1-4

» The Jews pent-up anger and resentment against the church suddenly erupted into
afrenzy of violent persecution.

* Until now, the church had reached out to Jews only. Later in 13:1-4, the church
would launch its Gentile mission. However, before that could happen, it needed to
go through a period of transition.

8:1 Persecution broke out against the church

* The persecution was fierce and violent. Its source was the Jewish religious elite.
* The church's response to persecution is a major theme in Acts. Luke records how
persecution came repeatedly against believers (compare Acts 4:1-22; 5:17-40;
6:12-15; 7:54-60; 8:1-3; 9:23-30).

* Thisrealization helps us to understand Luke's intent in writing Acts. His original
audience was likely enduring persecution, and as a result, it had significantly
limited its evangelistic and missionary work.

* Luke wrote to address this unacceptabl e situation. He wrote to show how
believers could triumph over persecution: by being filled with the Spirit and by
remaining focused on Christ's mission to witness to all peoples before He comes
again.

8:1 Scattered throughout Judea and Samaria

* Because of the persecution, the church was scattered throughout Judea and
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Samaria.
* This scattering represents a major step forward in the church developing from a

regional Jewish sect to auniversal body of believers. It isthe next step in the
fulfillment of Jesus agenda as stated in Acts 1:8.

* [t isalso the church's first venture into non-Jewish missions, and it challenged
the long-held prejudices that Jewish Christians had brought into the church from
their religious and cultural past.

8:4 [They] preached the word wherever they went

* The persecution of the church did not have the result hoped for by the Jewish
authorities. Instead of stamping out the movement, it only scattered the embers of
evangelism.

* Those who were scattered faithfully preached the gospel wherever they went.

» Some have said that the persecution was an act of God designed to compel the
church to do what it was otherwise unwilling to do, that is, preach the gospel
outside Jerusalem.

* The true message found in this story, however, isthat believers of any church, if
they will be filled with the Spirit and remain true to Christ's commission, can
triumph over adversity and remain effective witnesses for Christ.

» What caused these persecuted believers to keep preaching, even during atime of
great persecution and trauma? It was the empowerment by the Holy Spirit (2:4;
4:31).

The Story: Philip's Spirit-Empower ed Witnessin Samaria (Acts
8:5-8)

Philip, one of the scattered believers, went to a city in Samaria and began
preaching Christ. His Spirit-empowered preaching was accompanied by
miraculous signs, including the healing of paralytics and cripples and the
deliverance of people from demonic possession. Because of this, great crowds of
people gathered and listened intently to his message. A great soul harvest resulted
as people believed Philip's message about the good news of the kingdom of God
and the name of Jesus Christ. Philip baptized those men and women who received
Christ as Savior.
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Commentary on Philip in Samaria

8:5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ
there

* The proclamation of Christ (that is, the gospel) is again emphasized.
* Jesus said that His disciples would be His witnesses (1:8). Two implications flow

from this truth: (1) they would be witnesses for Him, that is, they would be His
representatives, and (2) He would be the subject of their witness.

* Philip represents both concepts.

8:6 Crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did

* Philip's witness, like that of Jesus, was not in word only but also in works
(compare Acts 1:1). His Spirit-inspired proclamation was accompanied by
powerful miraculous signs generated by the Spirit.

» The value of signs and wonders in evangelism isillustrated in this story. Because
the crowds saw the miraculous signs of Philip, they gave heed to what he said.

* True gospel preaching always involves both a powerful proclamation of the
gospel (atruth encounter) and mighty demonstrations of kingdom power (a power
encounter); compare Romans 15:18-19.

8:8 Great joy
» The Samaritans great joy isthe result of their experience of salvation and the
knowledge of sinsforgiven.

 Joy isaso asign of the Spirit of God working in one'slife (Luke 10:21; Acts
13:52; Romans 14:17; 15:13; Galatians 5:22; 1 Thessalonians 1:6).

8:12 They believed Philip as he preached the good news of the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ

» We have here a description of true saving faith: the Samaritans put their faith in
Jesus Christ for salvation (compare 16:31).

* The preaching of the good news of the kingdom of God is synonymous with
preaching Christ (28:23, 31).
Baptized, both men and women
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* Philip, aman "full of the Spirit and wisdom" (Acts 6:3), would have never
baptized these new believersin water had they not been truly converted.

* Luke again specifically mentions women. Since they were baptized in water, it
must also be true that they, along with the men, were converted and later received
the Holy Spirit when Peter and John prayed for them (v. 17; compare 2:38).

* It also follows that the women received the Spirit for the same purpose as the
men: power to proclaim Christ (1:8).

The Story: The Samaritan Outpouring (Acts 8:9-25)

News soon arrived in Jerusalem that Samaria had accepted the word of God. None
of the Samaritans, however, had received the Holy Spirit. This circumstance so
concerned the apostles that they sent Peter and John to pray with them to receive
the Holy Spirit.

Upon arriving in Samaria, Peter and John began laying their hands on the new
Samaritan Christians. One after another they received the Holy Spirit. Then, after
praying with them, the apostles joined the Samaritans in proclaiming the gospel to
the residents of the city. On their way back to Jerusalem, Peter and John preached
the gospel in many Samaritan villages.

Among those who had responded to Philip's preaching in Samaria was a sorcerer
by the name of Simon. Because of his occultic displays of power, Simon was
followed by many and was even known as the "Great Power" (some versions,
"Great Power of God"). Simon nevertheless believed Philip as he preached, and
therefore he was baptized. Amazed by the miracles God was working through
Philip, Simon followed him everywhere. Then when Peter and John arrived in
Samaria, they prayed with the Samaritans to receive the Spirit by laying their
hands on them.

Simon was especially impressed. He offered to buy this ability from the apostles.
But Peter rebuked him, saying, "May your money perish with you, because you
thought you could buy the gift of God with money!" Peter told Simon that he
could have no part in such a ministry because his heart was not right with God but
rather was full of bitterness and captive to sin. Therefore, he needed to repent of
his wickedness. Simon was filled with fear and asked Peter to pray for him.
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A Missing Ingredient (Acts 8:14-16)

» How the apostles must have rejoiced when they received the news of the great
soul harvest in Samaria. The gospel had been clearly and powerfully proclaimed,
people had been miraculously healed and delivered, and many had been baptized
in water.

* Upon closer examination, however, the apostlesin Jerusalem realized that a vital
ingredient was missing from the Samaritan revival: no one was being filled with
the Holy Spirit.

* In the apostles' minds this was a serious issue, for everyone who receives the
gospel must also become a proclaimer of the gospel. The same appliesto
communities of believers. Wherever the gospel goes to, it must go from.

» For this to happen, those who receive the gospel must also be empowered by the
Spirit, as was promised by Jesusin Acts 1:8.

* According to the plan of Jesus, the church’'s witness was to begin in Jerusalem
and then proceed into Judea and Samaria. It was not, however, to stop there. It was
to spread from there until it reached the "ends of the earth™.

* The issue was so serious that the apostles sent their two most prominent
members, Peter and John, to Samariato pray with the Samaritans to receive the

Holy Spirit.

8:14 Samaria... accepted the word of God

* Thereisno indication in the text that the Samaritans conversion was defective in
any way, as some have claimed.

* They had truly believed in Christ and acted on the demands of the gospel.

8:15 They prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit

» Aswill later be the case with Paul in Ephesus, the apostles first order of business
upon arriving in Samaria was to see that those who had received Christ were

immediately baptized in the Holy Spirit, as were the believers on the Day of
Pentecost.

* Thereason for thisinsistence was not to complete the Samaritans' salvation but
to ensure that they had been empowered by the Spirit to carry the gospel to others.
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8:16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them

* Though these Samaritans had been truly converted, they had not been baptized in
the Holy Spirit as prescribed by Jesusin Acts 1:8.

* Note that L uke uses the same terminology here (*come upon”) as Jesus used in
1:8, where He said, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you," indicating that their experience with the Spirit was the same, and for the
same purpose, as the believers at Pentecost.

They had smply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus
 The Samaritans baptism in water is a clear indicator that they had been truly
converted before the arrival of Peter and John.

* Philip, aman "full of the Spirit and wisdom" (Acts 6:3), would never have
baptized them in water had they not been truly converted.

Samaritans Recelve the Spirit (Acts 8:17, 25)

» The Samaritan outpouring is the third key outpouring of the Spiritin Acts. It is
the first outpouring during the transitional period (see Table 2.1).

8:17 Placed their hands on them

* The apostles laid hands on the Samaritans for them to receive the Holy Spirit.

» Some today have claimed that people could only receive the Spirit if the apostles
(or their representatives) laid hands on them. Isthis true? No, sincein Acts some
were filled with the Spirit without the laying on of hands (2:4; 10:44), and one
was filled when someone other than an apostle laid hands on him (9:17-18).

» We lay hands on people to encourage them to be filled and, to a certain degree,
to impart the Spirit to them.

» Another important reason we lay hands on people to receive the Spirit isto
commission them to service, as was the case with the seven deacons (6:6), Saul
(9:15-17), and the Ephesian believers (19:6).

* |t was probably the case here also. Peter and John were not only praying for the
Samaritans to receive the Spirit, they were also commissioning them to missional
witness (compare 1:8).

* Everyone who receives the Spirit is thus commissioned as Christ's witness.
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They received the Holy Spirit

* Thisis not the moment of the Samaritans' conversion. That had already occurred
when they believed and received the message of Christ preached by Philip.

* Thisis rather the moment when they were empowered by the Spirit for witness.
8:25 Testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord

* The Samaritan outpouring is another important example of Luke's
empowerment-witness motif as stated by Jesusin Acts 1:8: "Y ou will receive
power... and you will be my witnesses."

* The apostles testimony and proclamation in this case seems to be directed not at
the Samaritan Christians (whom they had likely taught on other occasions), but
toward the non-Christian residents of Samaria.

* Proclamation in Actsis always directed at those who are lost (4:2; 5:42; 8.5, 25;
13:5, 38; 17:3, 23; 20:27; 26:23).

* Acts 8:25 contains the first mention of the phrase "the word of the Lord" in Acts.
In Acts the phrase is synonymous with the gospel (compare Acts 13:44, 48-49;
15:35-36; 16:32; 19:10, 20).

e |t is used interchangeably with the phrase "the word of God" (Acts 4:31; 6:2, 7;
8:14; 11:1; 12:24; 13:5, 7, 46; 17:13; 18:11). The "Lord" in the phrase "the word
of the Lord" isto be understood as the Lord Jesus Christ.

Preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages

* Not only did the apostles join with the Samaritansin preaching the gospel in

Samaria, but on their return trip to Jerusalem they began preaching the gospel in
many Samaritan villages.

* Thisisthefirst time the apostles preached to anyone other than pure-blooded
Jews.

* It seems that they received a "reciprocal blessing" when they prayed with the
Samaritans to receive the Spirit. They, too, were empowered anew and inspired to
preach the gospel to the lost.

* Those who pray with othersto receive the Spirit are themselves blessed.

Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:9-11, 13, 18-24)
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» Why did Luke include the story of Simon the Sorcerer in the book of Acts? It
seems that he included this narrative as awarning to those who would be tempted
to seek the power of God for personal gain.

e The ministry of Simon is contrasted with the ministries of Philip, Peter, and
John, who were used by the Spirit to bring life and blessing to others. Simon, on
the other hand, sought the power of God for personal gain.

8:13 Simon himself believed... And he followed Philip
* It isdifficult to determine whether Simon was truly converted. If he was, his
commitment to Christ was very shallow.

* [t seems that he was more interested in following Philip and observing his
miracles than he was in following Christ.

8:18 Simon saw that the Spirit was given
 The Samaritans' experience of receiving the Spirit must have been dramatic and

observable, for when Simon saw what had happened, he wanted to buy the power
from the apostles (v. 18).

e [tislikely that Simon saw the Samaritans speaking in tongues, as the 120 on the
Day of Pentecost (2:4), the Gentiles at Caesarea (10:46), and the twelve Ephesian
believers (19:6) also did.

8:20 The gift of God

» The"gift of God" mentioned here is the baptism in the Holy Spirit promised by
Jesusin 1:4-8.

» Sinceit isagift, the experience, like the experience of salvation, is not earned or

merited. It isfreely given by the Heavenly Father to any child of God who will
humbly and sincerely ask for it (Luke 11:9-13).

Samaria: A New Center of Missions

* A few paragraphs after the Samaritan episode, one discovers that “the church
throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed atime of peace. It was
strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the
fear of the Lord" (9:31).

» Thisverseisasummary statement concerning the progress of the church from
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the persecution and dispersal of the Jerusalem Christiansin 8:1 through the
conversion and early ministry of Saul (Paul).

* It gives usinsight into the missionary result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
in Samaria.

* In 9:31 Luke notes how, along with the churchesin Judea and Galilee, the
church in Samaria enjoyed atime of peace and growth asit was strengthened and
encouraged by the work of the Holy Spirit.

* |t further demonstrates that a Spirit-empowered missional church was indeed
planted in Samaria as a result of the ministry of Philip and the apostles.

The Story: Philip's Spirit-Directed Ministry in Gaza (Acts
8:26-40)

In the midst of the great revival in Samaria, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Philip and directed him to go south to a certain road in Gazain southwestern
Judea. There he encountered an Ethiopian eunuch riding in a chariot. The man was
a high government official in the court of Candace, queen of Ethiopia. He was
returning home after a pilgrimage to worship at the temple in Jerusalem.

As he rode aong, the man was reading from the book of Isaiah. The Spirit of God
then directed Philip to draw near to the chariot. As he did, he heard the man
reading aloud from Isaiah 53:7-8. Philip asked him if he understood what he was
reading. The Ethiopian replied, "How can | unless someone explainsit to me."
Philip then joined him in his chariot and explained to him how this passage was
talking about Jesus.

Soon they passed a body of water where Philip baptized the Ethiopian man.
Immediately the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, and the eunuch continued
on hisjourney regjoicing. Philip was next seen in Azotus, about twenty miles (32
kilometers) to the north. He continued his journey northward along the coastline,
preaching the gospel in all the towns until he arrived in Caesarea.

Commentary on Acts 8:26-40

* The story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch is a good example of what has been
called a"divine appointment”.

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU - Chapter 5 37



ACTS - Chapter 5 Lec SK. KIERU

* A divine appointment is an occasion when God providentially arranges
circumstances and divinely leads His servants into situations where the gospel can
be presented with maximum effect.

8:26 An angel of theLord said to Philip, " Go..."
* Thisisthe fifth appearance of an angel of the Lord in Luke-Acts (compare Luke

1:11, 28; 2:9; Acts 5:19) and the second appearance in Acts. Three appearances
will follow (10:4; 12:7-11, 23).

* Luke presents angels as active participants in the advancement of God's
kingdom. They are, however, never seen preaching the gospel. Thistask isleft to
Spirit-filled believers.

* Here, as elsewhere, the angel is the Lord's agent urging a believer to "go" and
bear witness to Christ (compare 5:19-20).

8:27 An Ethiopian

» Thisman isthefirst Gentile to receive the gospel in Acts.

» Asthe Holy Spirit did with the Samaritans, He again used Philip to open anew
door for the gospel.

* A black African man became the first representative in Acts of those at "the ends
of the earth” (1:8), aswell asthose "who are far off" (2:39), who were to receive
the gospel and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

8:29 The Spirit told Philip, " Go..."

* Asbefore, the Holy Spirit acted as the Superintendent of the Harvest. As such,
He inspires and directs the work of missions.

» He will act again in this story, where He will suddenly take Philip away (v. 39).
* Six timesin Actsthe Lord, through the Spirit, directs the disciplesto "go" (9:11,
15; 10:20; 22:10; 22:21; 28:26).

8:32 The eunuch was reading

* For Luke, Scripture plays an essentia role in the advancement of God's
kingdom.

* The Spirit does not work independently of what is written; rather He worksin
the fulfillment of Scripture (compare 1:20; 7:42; 13:29, 33; 15:15; 23:5; 24:14).
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8:35 Philip... told him the good news about Jesus

» As a Spirit-anointed evangelist, Philip remained true to his calling of preaching
Christ (8:40; 21:8).
8:39 The eunuch... went on hisway reoicing

 The eunuch'srejoicing is an indication that he not only received Christ as Savior
but that he was possibly also filled with the Spirit in conjunction with his water
baptism.

* Luke often connects joy with being filled with the Spirit (Luke 1:44, 47; 10:21;
Acts 8:8; 13:52), as does Paul (Romans 14:17; Galatians 5:22; 1 Thessalonians
1:6).

Conclusion

» Two powerful outpourings of the Spirit in Jerusalem prepared the church for its
Spirit-empowered ministry in Jerusalem (2:4; 4:31). These same outpourings
helped to prepare the church for the coming persecution (8:1).

* So, when the time of trial did come and the church was scattered, it was ready. It
was not diverted fromits primary calling but continued to preach the gospel in the
power of the Spirit.

* Philip went down to Samaria and preached Christ (v. 4). In Samaria many were
saved, healed, and delivered.

* Then, when the apostles arrived in Samaria, they prayed with the new believers
to be empowered by the Spirit, just as the church in Jerusalem had been
empowered.

* With the evangelization and empowering of the Samaritans, the church took its
first step in moving from its Jewish to its Gentile mission (see Table 2.1).

* In the next chapter we will look at the church's second step. As the church
continued to expand throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, another outpouring
of the Spirit occurred. This outpouring, which we call the Damascene outpouring,
further helped prepare the church for its coming Gentile mission.

TheEarly Spread of Christianity

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU - Chapter 5 39



ACTS - Chapter 5 Lec SK. KIERU

Figure 5.1. The Early Spread of Christianity

Important Terms
Transitional period. The stretch of Acts where the church stops being a
Jewish-only movement and becomes a missionary forceto all peoples.

Samaritan outpouring. The time Peter and John laid hands on the Samaritan
believers and they received the Holy Spirit.

Empowerment-witness motif. L uke's repeated pattern: the Spirit comes, and
witness follows.

Missional witness. Witnessing to Christ as a commissioned worker in God's
mission.

Truth encounter and power encounter. Preaching the message, and demonstrating
the power of the kingdom. Real gospel preaching has both.

Reciprocal blessing. The blessing that comes back on those who pray for others to
receive the Spirit.

The word of the Lord. Luke's phrase for the gospel.

The gift of God. The baptism in the Holy Spirit. It cannot be bought or earned,
only asked for.

Divine appointment. A meeting God sets up, where the gospel can be shared with
maximum effect.

Superintendent of the Harvest. Luke's picture of the Holy Spirit as the one who
directs and oversees the work of missions.

Key People

* Saul of Tarsus: Led the great persecution that broke out against the church in
Jerusalem on the same day Stephen was stoned, moving from house to house,
assaulting and arresting Christian men and women and putting them into prison.

* Philip: One of the scattered believers. A man "full of the Spirit and wisdom"
(Acts 6:3) and a Spirit-anointed evangelist. He preached Christ in acity in
Samariawith miraculous signs, then was directed to the Ethiopian on the Gaza

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU - Chapter 5 40



ACTS - Chapter 5 Lec SK. KIERU

road.

* The apostles: Remained in Jerusalem, enduring the full force of the persecution.
When they heard Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John.

* Peter and John: The apostles’ two most prominent members, sent to Samariato
pray with the Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit. They laid hands on the
believers, then preached the gospel in the city and in many Samaritan villages.

» Simon the Sorcerer: A sorcerer who, because of his occultic displays of power,
was followed by many and was even known as the "Great Power". He believed
Philip and was baptized, but offered to buy the ability to give the Spirit and was
rebuked by Peter.

* The Ethiopian eunuch: A high government official in the court of Candace,
gueen of Ethiopia, returning from a pilgrimage to worship at the templein
Jerusalem. Heis the first Gentile to receive the gospel in Acts.

* An angel of the Lord: Appeared to Philip and directed him to go south to a
certain road in Gaza. Thisis the fifth appearance of an angel of the Lord in
Luke-Acts and the second in Acts.

Key Places

* Jerusalem: Where the persecution broke out against the church, and where the
apostles remained.

* Judea and Samaria: Where the believers scattered, preaching the gospel
everywhere they went. Thisisthe next step in the fulfillment of Jesus agenda as
stated in Acts 1:8.

* A city in Samaria: Where Philip proclaimed the Christ, many were saved, healed
and delivered, and where Peter and John later placed their hands on the believers
to receive the Holy Spirit.

» Samaritan villages: Where Peter and John preached the gospel on their return
trip to Jerusalem. This s the first time the apostles preached to anyone other than
pure-blooded Jews.

» Gaza, in southwestern Judea: The angel of the Lord directed Philip south to a
certain road there, where he met the Ethiopian eunuch.

 Azotus: About twenty miles (32 kilometers) to the north, where Philip was next
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seen after the Spirit caught him away.
» Caesarea. Where Philip arrived after preaching the gospel in all the towns along

the coastline.
Key Event

The Samaritan outpouring: Peter and John place their hands on the Samaritan
believers, and one after another they receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17).

Thisisthe third key outpouring of the Spirit in Acts and the first during the
transitional period. It was not the moment of their conversion, which had aready
happened when they believed Philip's message. It was the moment they were
empowered by the Spirit for witness and commissioned to missional witness.
Key Verse

"[They] preached the word wherever they went."

Acts 8:4

Remember This

 Those who were scattered faithfully preached the gospel wherever they went.
* A vita ingredient was missing: no one was being filled with the Holy Spirit.
* Everywhere the gospel goes to, it must proceed from.

» Those who pray with othersto receive the Spirit are themsel ves blessed.

Life Application: When Per secution Comes

* Although we do not seek persecution, persecution will sometimes come,
especially if we are faithful to boldly proclaim the message of Christ.

» When persecution does come, we must be ready.

* We can do this, if we, like those first Christians in Jerusalem, will stay focused
on Christ's mission and remain full of the Holy Spirit.

Life Application: Preach Christ in the Spirit's Power
» We must never forget that our primary message is the gospel, the message of
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Christ, and we must always strive to preach that message in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

« If wewill faithfully do this, we can expect God to confirm His word through
signs and wonders.

» We should anticipate that women as well as men will be saved, baptized in water,
and filled with the Holy Spirit.

» Asaresult they, too, will become full participants in the ministry of the Spirit
(see 2:17-18; 21:9; 1 Corinthians 11:13; 14:31).

Life Application: Plant Spirit-Empowered Missional Churches

* In our evangelism and church planting efforts, it isimportant that we address the
issue of Spirit baptism.

* [tisessentia that those involved in gospel work, whether pastoral, evangelistic,
or missionary, understand the importance of immediately leading those who have
been born again into the experience of Spirit baptism.

» Thiswork must not be delayed for at least two reasons. Thefirst is personal: the
new convert will need the power of the Spirit to resist the temptations and attacks
he or she will encounter from the world, the flesh, and the devil.

* The second reason is missional: every believer must be empowered by the Spirit
because every believer must be Christ's witness to the lost (1:8).

* The gospel worker must further understand that everywhere the gospel goesto, it
must proceed from. This can only happen if believersin that new church are
empowered by the Holy Spirit and taught about their responsibility to win others
to Christ.

» We must therefore ensure that the churches we plant are Spirit-empowered
missional churches, that is, churches that are willing to plant and capable of
planting other Spirit-empowered missional churches. Only then will the gospel
spread spontaneously throughout a community or region.

Life Application: Follow the Spirit's Leading

* From Philip's ministry to the Ethiopian eunuch we learn the importance of
following the leading of the Holy Spirit in performing our work as ministers of the
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gospel.
 Had Philip not been full of the Spirit and open to the Spirit's voice, he would
have missed this opportunity.

* Further, had he not understood the great importance of presenting Christ, he
would have wasted the opportunity.

» We can aso take great encouragement from this story, knowing that when the
Lord leads usinto a ministry opportunity, He has also been at work providentially
arranging circumstances and preparing the people to receive the gospel.

Textbook Review and Application
« 1. Why would Luke include the story of the persecution and scattering of the
Jerusalem church in his narrative?

* 2. How does the church's scattering into Judea and Samariarelate to Jesus
statement in Acts 1:8?

» 3. What indications are there in the text that the Samaritans were truly saved asa
result of Philip's ministry?

* 4, How isthe story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch an example of a"divine
appointment"?

* 5. What cross-cultural "divine appointments” have you had in your life?

Quick Review

1. Who led the persecution that broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and
when did it begin?

Answer: Saul of Tarsusled it, and it broke out on the same day Stephen was stoned.
2. What did the scattered believers do wherever they went?

Answer: They faithfully preached the gospel. Instead of stamping out the movement, the
persecution only scattered the embers of evangelism.

3. Which of the seven key outpouringsis the Samaritan outpouring?

Answer: The third, and the first outpouring during the transitional period.
4. Why did the apostles send Peter and John to Samaria?

Answer: Because none of the Samaritans had received the Holy Spirit. Peter and John went to
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pray with them so they would be empowered by the Spirit to carry the gospel to others.
5. Who is the first Gentile to receive the gospel in Acts?

Answer: The Ethiopian eunuch, a high government official in the court of Candace, queen of
Ethiopia.

Chapter Summary

The church transitioned from a Jewish sect to an international missionary force.

* Persecution scattered the Jerusalem church throughout Judea and Samaria, and
the scattered believers preached the word wherever they went.

* Philip proclaimed Christ in acity in Samaria, and his Spirit-inspired preaching
was accompanied by miraculous signs, so many were saved, healed, delivered, and
baptized in water.

» Peter and John placed their hands on the Samaritans and they received the Holy
Spirit. Thisisthe third key outpouring in Acts and the first of the transitional
period.

Lead new believers straight into the baptism in the Holy Spirit, because
everywhere the gospel goesto, it must proceed from.

ONE-SENTENCE MEMORY

Per secution scattered the church, but the scatter ed believers preached
the word wherever they went, and in Samaria the Spirit was pour ed
out so the new church could carry the gospel on.
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CHAPTER 6 - UNIT 3 - DAY 2

Continued Expansion of the Church

Saul's conversion, Saul's healing, commissioning and empowering, Saul's
witness in Damascus and Jerusalem, and Peter's Spirit-empowered ministry in
Judea

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU
Source: Acts: The Spirit of God in Mission - Denzil R. Miller (Based on Chapter 6)

Chapter purpose. This chapter studies Acts 9: the conversion of Saul of Tarsus on
the Damascus road, his healing, commissioning and empowering through Ananias,
his bold witness in Damascus and Jerusalem, the strengthening of the churches,
and Peter's Spirit-empowered ministry in northwestern Judea.

Chapter 5 closed by saying that with the evangelization and empowering of
the Samaritans, the church took itsfirst step in moving fromits Jewish to its
Gentile mission. This chapter looks at the church's second step: another
outpouring of the Spirit, which we call the Damascene outpouring, that further
helped prepare the church for its coming Gentile mission.

Biblereading: Acts9:1-43

Read Acts 9:1-43 before beginning the study of this chapter. Each part of the
lesson then hasits own portion: Acts 9:1-9, Acts 9:10-19, Acts 9:20-30, Acts 9:31,
and Acts 9:32-43.

L ear ning Objectives

 Explain why Saul of Tarsus went to Damascus and what happened to him on the
way.

 Explain how Saul was persecuting Jesus when Jesus asked him, "Why do you
persecute me?'

» Say why Luke includes the story of Saul's Spirit baptism in his narrative.

* |dentify the Damascene outpouring and its place among the seven key
outpourings of the Spirit in Acts.

* Describe Peter's charismatic ministry in northwestern Judea and the results of the
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miracles he performed at that time.

Before ThisLesson, Read Your Bible
Acts 9:1-43

Read the whole of Acts 9 before the lesson. Review Acts 9:1-9 for Saul's
conversion, Acts 9:10-19 for his healing, commissioning and empowering, Acts
9:20-30 for hiswitness in Damascus and Jerusalem, Acts 9:31 for the growth of
the church, and Acts 9:32-43 for Peter's ministry in Judea.

TheBigldea

Non-Jews could also become full participantsin the mission of God.

The Damascene Outpouring: Where This Chapter Stands

* The church's expansion from Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria was a significant
step in the development of its mission.

* Philip's evangelistic ministry in Samaria was the first time since Pentecost that
the gospel was preached to non-Jewish people.

* Peter and John's ministry to the newborn church in Samaria demonstrated that
not only could non-Jews be saved and fully included in the family of God, but by
being filled with the Spirit, they could also become full participants in the mission
of God.

* In Samariathe church began its transition from alocalized Jewish sect into the
worldwide omni-cultural missionary institution that Jesus intended it to be.

* In this chapter, the church will take yet another giant step forward in fulfilling its
missionary mandate to take the gospel to "the ends of the earth”.

* The conversion and empowering of Saul of Tarsus will prepare the way for him
to become God's instrument in opening wide the door to Gentile inclusion in the
family and mission of God.

* Since Saul'sinfilling with the Spirit occurred in the city of Damascus, we call it
the Damascene outpouring. It is the fourth of seven key outpourings of the Holy
Spirit in Acts, and the second of three outpourings occurring during the
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transitional period (see Table 2.1).

» Like the Samaritan outpouring, the Damascene outpouring helped to prepare the
church for its upcoming Gentile mission.

* Each of these outpourings also contributed to the fulfilling of Luke's primary
intent in writing Acts, that is, to call the church back to its pentecostal and
missionary roots.

 To emphasize this concept, L uke repeatedly shows that when people are filled
with the Spirit, they become powerful witnesses for Christ.

The Story: Saul's Conversion (Acts 9:1-9)

Saul of Tarsus continued to persecute the church in Jerusalem. Then, upon hearing
of agroup of Christiansin the Syrian city of Damascus, he obtained official
permission from the high priest to go there to arrest them and bring them back to
Jerusalem as prisoners.

As he and his party neared the city of Damascus, Jesus appeared to them in
brilliant light, blinding Saul and causing him to fall to the ground. The Lord called
out to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?' "Who are you, Lord?" Saul
replied. The voice responded, "1 am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now get up
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."

The men with Saul heard the sound, athough they did not understand what was
happening. They led him by the hand into the city, where he remained blind for
three days. During that time he neither ate nor drank.

Commentary on Acts 9:1-9

* Luke again focuses the reader's attention on Saul of Tarsus. Previously, in Acts
chapter 7, Saul was seen giving his assent to the murder of Stephen, and in chapter
8, he began to violently persecute and destroy the church.

* Now, on the Damascus road, the direction of Saul'slife was dramatically altered.
There, he had a powerful, life-changing encounter with the resurrected Christ.

* The arch-persecutor of the church suddenly became its ardent proclaimer.
9:1 Saul was till breathing out murderousthreats
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* In Jerusalem Saul had been systematically moving from house to house,
capturing believers and putting them into prison (8:3).

* He later described hiswork in thisway: "l persecuted the followers of this Way
to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison"
(22:4).

* On another occasion he said, "I put many of the saintsin prison, and when they
were put to death, | cast my vote against them. Many atime | went from one
synagogue to another to have them punished, and | tried to force them to
blaspheme. In my obsession against them, | even went to foreign citiesto
persecute them" (26:10-11).

9:3 Suddenly alight from heaven

* This phrase echoes the phrase in 2:2: "Suddenly a sound... from heaven."

* The phrase "from heaven" indicates the light's divine or supernatural origin
(compare Luke 20:4-5; Acts 11:9).

* The light emanated from the resurrected Jesus, the One who had been exalted to
the right hand of God, and who had poured out the Holy Spirit from there (2:33).
He now appeared to Saul in person.

* This appearance is yet another theophany in Acts (compare 2:1-3; 4:31).

9:4 Saul, Saul, why do you per secute me?

* By persecuting the church, Saul was persecuting Christ. This fact demonstrates
Jesus' close identification with His church.

* Paul said that Jesus loved the church so much that He died for it (Ephesians
5:25).

* He often referred to the church as the "body of Christ" (1 Corinthians 12:12, 27
Ephesians 4:12; 5:23).

9:5Who areyou, Lord?

* In response to this question from Saul, Jesus answered, "1 am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting.”

* Years later, in Paul's testimony before King Agrippa, he revealed that he actually
called Jesus "Lord" twice (22:8-10). In the second instance Paul used the title after
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Jesus had clearly identified himself. Then, Saul asked, "What shall | do, Lord?" (v.
10).

* Saul's double use of thetitle "Lord" indicates that he was truly converted at this
moment on the Damascus Road.

* He later wrote that "no one can say, 'Jesusis Lord," except by the Holy Spirit" (1
Corinthians 12:3).

The Story: Saul's Healing, Commissioning, and Empowering
(Acts9:10-19)

The Lord appeared in avision to a disciple named Ananias. He told Ananias to go
to the house of Justus, who lived on Straight Street. There he should inquire for
Saul, whom he would find in prayer. The Lord aso informed Ananias that Saul
had seen avision. In the vision he had seen aman by the name of Ananias coming
to him and healing him of his blindness.

At first Ananias objected, since he had heard stories of how Saul had been
persecuting the saints in Jerusalem and how Saul had come to Damascus to arrest
Christians there. The Lord, however, assured him by telling him that Saul was His
chosen instrument to proclaim His name among the Gentiles and their kings and
before the people of Isradl.

Obeying the Lord, Ananias went to the house of Justus. There, he laid his hands
on Saul, calling him "Brother." He told Saul how Jesus had sent him to pray with
him that he might be healed and be filled with the Spirit. When Ananiaslaid his
hands on Saul, he was immediately healed and filled with the Holy Spirit. Saul
was then baptized in water. After he had eaten and regained his strength, Saul
spent several days with the disciplesin Damascus.

Commentary on Acts 9:10-19

* The story of Saul's conversion and Spirit-baptism is an important episodein
Acts. It setsthe stage for the final sixteen chapters of the book, where Paul's
ministry takes center stage.

* Later in Acts, Paul will on two occasions refer back to thisincident (22:4-21;
26:12-23).
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« Saul's being filled with the Spirit is unique among the seven key outpourings of
the Spirit in Actsin that in this instance, only one person isfilled with the Spirit.

 We should not, however, underestimate its importance. Saul's being filled with
the Spirit isakey event in his preparation as the apostle of Christ to the Gentiles
and in fulfilling the Gentile mission (see Table 2.1).

9:10 A disciple named Ananias
 Ananias was not an apostle (the Greek text literally calls him "acertain

disciple"), and there is no indication that he was even alocal church officer in
Damascus.

» Hewas simply a Spirit-filled believer in Christ. He was, nevertheless, a man of
high character and good reputation (22:12).

» We also know that he was full of the Spirit since he heard the voice of the Lord
and since he prayed with Saul to be healed and filled with the Spirit.

9:11 Saul... ispraying
* Luke again emphasizes the role of prayer in receiving the Spirit.

» According to Luke, prayer is the context in which Spirit baptism is received
(compare Luke 11:9-13; Acts 1:14; 4:24; 8:15; 10:2-4, 9, 30-31; 13:1-3; 19:6).
9:15 Thisman ismy chosen instrument

* Saul is God's chosen instrument to carry the gospel to the Gentiles and the
children of Israel.

 Beyond prayer, commitment to the mission of God is the proper context for
receiving the Spirit in Acts.

* In Luke's view Spirit baptism is received, not for salvation or personal blessing,
but for empowerment for mission (1:8; compare 5:29-32).

9:17 Placing his hands on Saul

* In context it is reasonable to assume that one purpose for which Ananias laid

hands on Saul was to commission him for missionary service (compare vv. 15-16;
22:14-15; 26:16-18; see the note on 8:17 in Chapter 5).

Brother Saul

* Ananias calling Saul "Brother" is another indication that Saul was a Christian
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before Ananias prayed for him to receive the Spirit.

* Ananias, who knew why Saul had come to Damascus, would never have called
him "Brother" had he not believed that he had truly become a brother in Christ.

So that you may see again and befilled with the Holy Spirit

* Ananias twofold commission from Christ was to pray with Saul to be healed and
to be filled with the Spirit. We can assume that both occurred when he laid hands
on him.

» Aswas the case with Peter (2:4; 4.8, 31), John (2:4), Stephen (6:3, 8), and Philip
(6:3), Luke wanted his readers to know that Saul had been filled with the Spirit
before he described hisinvolvement in ministry.

» He wanted the reader to understand that Spirit-baptism is an essential
prerequisite for the most effective gospel ministry (compare Luke 24:49; Acts
1:8).

The Story: Saul's Witnessin Damascus and Jerusalem (Acts
9:20-30)

When Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit, he immediately began to preach the
gospel in the synagogues of Damascus. Because of the great change in hislife, the
people wondered if he was the same man they had heard about in Jerusalem. As
the days went by, Saul became ever more powerful in hiswitness for Christ. After
some time the Jews in Damascus plotted to assassinate Saul; however, he was able
to escape.

Saul then went to Jerusalem where he sought fellowship with the believers there.
They too were afraid of him, unsure that he had really become a Christian.
Barnabas interceded for him and brought him to the apostles in Jerusalem. He told
them the story of Saul's conversion and powerful witness for Christ in Damascus.

In Jerusalem, Saul continued his ministry for Christ, moving about freely and
speaking boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus. He also spent time debating with
the Greek Jews, who plotted to kill him. When the brothers learned about this plot,
they took him to Caesarea. From there, he sailed to Tarsus, his hometown.

Commentary on Acts 9:20-30
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9:20 At once he began to preach

» Asaresult of hisbeing filled with the Spirit, Saul "at once" began to preach the
gospel.

* Here is another example of how Luke purposefully combines the two ideas of
empowerment and witness throughout Acts. The pattern is consistent: every time
the Spirit is poured out, witness results.

 As previoudly stated, we call this pattern Luke's empowerment-witness motif. It
helps us to understand L uke's primary intent in writing Acts.

* Note that the content of Saul's preaching is the message of Christ, for he went
about "proving that Jesusisthe Christ" (v. 22).

9:22 Saul grew more and more power ful

* This phraseis an indication that Saul remained full of the Holy Spirit.

» Ashedaily yielded to the Spirit'sinfluence in hislife, he grew ever more
powerful in ministry.

9:28 In Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord
* Being full of the Holy Spirit, Saul's bold witness continued even after he left
Damascus and went to Jerusalem.

The Story: The Church Is Strengthened and Grows (Acts 9:31)

After Saul was converted, the churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria enjoyed a
time of peace. Asthe Spirit continued to work in the lives of the disciplesin these
regions, the church was strengthened and grew in numbers, and believerslived in
the fear of the Lord.

Commentary on Acts 9:31

9:31 Encouraged by the Holy Spirit

* Believers throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria continued to move under the
Spirit's guidance and direction. Asthey did, they received help and strength from
the Spirit.

* Thisisthe only passage in Acts where the Greek word parakl sisisused in
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relationship to the Holy Spirit.

* It reminds us of Jesus words in John 14 to 16 concerning the Counselor (Parakl
tos, also trandated "Comforter" or "Helper™).

* There, Jesus promised His disciples that when the Parakl tos came, He would
dwell in them (14:17), empower them to do "greater works" (v. 12), teach them all
things (v. 26), testify concerning Christ (15:26), aid them in evangelism (16:6-11),
guide them into all truth (v. 13), and bring glory to Christ (v. 14).

Grew in numbers, living in thefear of the Lord

* As at the beginning, the church continued to experience both quantitative growth
("grew in numbers") and qualitative growth ("living in the fear of the Lord");
compare 2:41-47; 4:31-35.

The Story: Peter's Spirit-Empowered Ministry in Judea (Acts
9:32-43)

The storyline of Actsturns again to Peter, recounting his itinerant ministry in
northwestern Judea. He traveled to the town of Lydda where he healed Aeneas, a
Christian brother who had been paralyzed for along time. Because of this miracle,
everyone living in Lydda and in the nearby village of Sharon turned to the Lord.

In the coastal town of Joppa, there lived a disciple by the name of Tabitha (or
Dorcas). She was known and loved for her good works. She becameiill and died,
so the believers sent to Lyddafor Peter. When he arrived in Joppa, Peter entered
the upper room where they had laid her, and he said to her, "Tabitha, get up.” The
dead woman opened her eyes and sat up.

Upon hearing about this miracle, many people in Joppa believed in the Lord. Peter
remained in Joppafor some time, staying at the house of Simon the tanner.

Commentary on Acts 9:32-43

» Months after the initial outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, Peter
continued to minister in the power of the Spirit.

e His charismatic ministry in northwestern Judea gives us insight into how the
apostles engaged in pastoral care.
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9:34 Jesus Christ healsyou

* As Jesus often did, Peter speaks a healing word to the sick man.
* Hiswords show that Jesus continued His healing ministry even after His
ascension (compare Hebrews 13:8).

» Asat the Beautiful Gate, Peter was again ministering under the Spirit's direction.
The Spirit must have revealed to him the fact that Christ was at that moment
healing Aeneas. Peter simply stated the fact that it was happening.

9:35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to
theLord

* Peter's Spirit-empowered healing ministry in word and deed opened the hearts of
the residents of Lydda and Sharon to receive the gospel and turn to the Lord.

9:40 Tabitha, get up

* Peter healed Tabitha through the spoken word. This method of healing the sick
has been called a"command of faith".

» Jesus often used this method in healing the sick (compare Luke 6:8, 10; 7:11-15;
8:53-54; 18:40-43; John 5:8-9).

9:42 Many people believed in theLord

 Again, aswith Aeneas, the result of the miracle was witness, for many believed
inthe Lord.

* The purpose of signs and wondersis not to attract attention to themselves or to
the one being used by God to work the miracles.

* The purpose of signs and wondersis to demonstrate the power of the kingdom of
God and to point people to the Lord.

Conclusion

 Asthe days went by, the early disciples continued to move in the power of the
Holy Spirit.

* They aso remained committed to fulfilling Christ's mission of preaching the
gospel to thelost.

* Jesus had told them that they would be His witnesses "in Jerusalem, and in al
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Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

» They had preached the gospel and established churches throughout Jerusalem,
Judea, Gdlileg, and Samaria.

» The Holy Spirit was now preparing them to preach the gospel to the ends of the
earth.

Important Terms

Damascene outpouring. Saul being filled with the Holy Spirit in Damascus when
Ananias laid hands on him.

Transitional period. The stretch of Actsin which the church moves from a
localized Jewish sect to a worldwide missionary body.

Empowerment-witness motif. Luke's consistent pattern: every time the Spirit is
poured out, witness results.

Chosen instrument. God's own word for Saul: the man He picked to carry the
gospel to the Gentiles.

Theophany. The word the author uses for the resurrected Jesus appearing in person
in the light from heaven on the Damascus road.

Parakl sis. The Greek word behind the help and strength the Spirit gave the
growing churchin Acts 9:31.

Parakl tos. Jesus name for the Holy Spirit in John 14 to 16: Counselor, Comforter,
or Helper.

Quantitative and qualitative growth. Growth in number, and growth in the church's
walk with the Lord. Acts 9:31 shows both.

Command of faith. Healing the sick by speaking aword of command, as Peter did
to Tabitha

Charismatic ministry. The author's description of Peter's Spirit-empowered
ministry of healing and raising the dead in northwestern Judea.

Key People

« Saul of Tarsus.: The arch-persecutor of the church who suddenly became its
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ardent proclaimer. Converted on the Damascus road, healed and filled with the
Spirit through Ananias, and God's chosen instrument to carry the gospel to the
Gentiles and the children of Israel.

* Jesus: Appeared to Saul in person in alight from heaven and said, "I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting." By persecuting the church, Saul was persecuting
Christ.

* Ananias. A disciple in Damascus. Not an apostle, and there is no indication that
he was even alocal church officer. He was simply a Spirit-filled believer, a man of
high character and good reputation (22:12), who laid hands on Saul, calling him
"Brother".

* Justus. The man who lived on Straight Street, at whose house Ananias found
Saul praying.

* Barnabas: Interceded for Saul in Jerusalem when the believers were afraid of
him, and brought him to the apostles, telling them of Saul's conversion and
powerful witnessin Damascus.

* Peter: Continued to minister in the power of the Spirit months after the Day of
Pentecost. Hisitinerant ministry in northwestern Judea shows how the apostles
engaged in pastoral care.

* Aeneas: A Christian brother in Lydda who had been paralyzed for along time,
and whom Peter healed.

» Tabitha (or Dorcas): A disciple in the coastal town of Joppa, known and loved
for her good works. She becameiill and died, and Peter raised her with the words,
"Tabitha, get up."

» Simon the tanner: The man in Joppa at whose house Peter stayed for some time.

Key Places

» Damascus: The Syrian city where a group of Christians lived, where Saul was
going to arrest them, and where he was filled with the Spirit. Thisis why we call
hisinfilling the Damascene outpouring.

* Straight Street: Where the house of Justus stood, and where Ananias found Saul
praying.

» Jerusalem: Where Saul had been persecuting believers, and where he later spoke
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boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and debated with the Greek Jews.

» Caesarea: Where the brothers took Saul when they learned of the plot to kill him
in Jerusalem.

e Tarsus: Saul's hometown, where he sailed from Caesarea.

* Judea, Galilee, and Samaria: The regions whose churches enjoyed a time of
peace, were strengthened, grew in numbers, and lived in the fear of the Lord
(9:31).

* Lydda and Sharon: The town where Peter healed Aeneas, and the nearby village.
Everyone living there turned to the Lord.

* Joppa: The coastal town where Tabithalived, died, and was raised, and where
many people believed in the Lord.

Key Event

The Damascene outpouring: Ananias places his hands on Saul, who is
immediately healed and filled with the Holy Spirit, then baptized in water (Acts
9:17-18).

Thisisthe fourth of the seven key outpourings in Acts, and it is unique among
them in that only one person isfilled with the Spirit. It isakey event in Saul's
preparation as the apostle of Christ to the Gentiles and in fulfilling the Gentile
mission. Ananias also laid hands on Saul to commission him for missionary
service.

Key Verse
"So that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."

Acts 9:17

Remember This

* By persecuting the church, Saul was persecuting Christ.

» Saul's being filled with the Spirit is akey event in his preparation as the apostle
to the Gentiles.

* God can use anyone who will be filled with the Spirit and will remain obedient
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to Hisinstructions.

* The purpose of miraclesis not to attract attention to ourselves, but to point
people to the Savior.

Life Application: Meeting Christ Personally

» Saul was saved when he met the resurrected Christ. It is the same today.
* To be saved, one must also have a personal encounter with the living Christ.

* Not everyone's experience will be as dramatic as Saul's; nevertheless, itis
essential that each person meets Christ personally.

» As ministers of the gospel, our primary job isto call peopleto faith in Him. They
can meet Christ personally by repenting of their sins and putting their trust in Him
alone for salvation.

Life Application: The Example of Ananias
* First, the example of Ananias teaches us that God can use anyone who will be
filled with the Spirit and will remain open and obedient to His instructions.

* Although Ananias was alayman, God used him to pray for afuture apostle to
receive the Spirit and be healed.

* Second, this story aso helps us to understand the great significance of even one
person being filled with the Holy Spirit.

» We should not be discouraged on those occasions when we pray with people, and
only one, or just afew, arefilled. One or more of those few may, like Saul of
Tarsus, become a powerful witness for Christ.

Life Application: Spirit Baptism Isfor Witness

* The primary purpose of Spirit baptism is empowerment for witness.

» Christ does not pour His Spirit out on us primarily for our own personal blessing
(though many blessings may come from our being filled with the Spirit), but to
impart into us the desire, boldness, and ahility to effectively proclaim Christ to the
lost.

» Thisiswhy it isessential that every believer be baptized in the Holy Spirit.
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» Aswe daily yield ourselves to the Spirit, our usefulness for Christ becomes
greater and greater.

Life Application: Moving in the Spirit
» Aswe move in the Spirit, we can expect Him to come to us to encourage and
enable usin our Christian lives and ministries.

» Aswe follow Hisleading, the church will grow in number and in its relationship
with the Lord.

Life Application: Imitate the Ministry of Jesus
» As ministers of the gospel, we, like Peter, should seek to imitate the ministry of
Jesus in word and in deed.

* We must always direct people toward Christ. The purpose of miraclesis not to
attract attention to ourselves, but to point people to the Savior. Only He can meet
their deepest spiritual needs.

* Like Peter, we must at al times remain full of the Spirit and open to His
directions.

Textbook Review and Application

* 1. Why did Saul of Tarsus go to Damascus?

* 2. Jesus asked Saul, "Why do you persecute me?' How was Saul persecuting
Jesus?

* 3. Why do you think Luke includes the story of Saul's Spirit baptism in his
narrative?

* 4, Describe Peter's charismatic ministry in northwestern Judea. What were the
results of the miracles he performed at this time?

Quick Review
1. Why did Saul go to Damascus?

Answer: He had heard of agroup of Christiansin the Syrian city of Damascus, so he obtained
official permission from the high priest to go there, arrest them, and bring them back to
Jerusalem as prisoners.
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2. Which of the seven key outpourings is the Damascene outpouring?

Answer: The fourth, and the second of the three outpourings that occur during the transitional
period.

3. What makes the Damascene outpouring unigue among the seven key
outpourings?

Answer: In thisinstance only one person is filled with the Spirit.

4. Who prayed for Saul to be healed and filled with the Spirit?

Answer: Ananias, adisciplein Damascus who was not an apostle and not even alocal church
officer, but simply a Spirit-filled believer in Christ.

5. Whom did Peter heal in Lydda, and whom did he raise in Joppa?

Answer: He healed Aeneas, who had been paralyzed for along time, and he raised Tabitha, also
called Dorcas.

Chapter Summary

The conversion and empowering of Saul of Tarsus prepared the way for him to
become God's instrument in opening wide the door to Gentile inclusion in the
family and mission of God.

* On the Damascus road Saul had a powerful, life-changing encounter with the
resurrected Christ, and the arch-persecutor of the church suddenly became its
ardent proclaimer.

* Ananias, a Spirit-filled layman, laid hands on Saul, who was immediately healed,
filled with the Holy Spirit, and commissioned for missionary service. Thisisthe
Damascene outpouring, the fourth key outpouring in Acts.

* Filled with the Spirit, Saul at once began to preach, and Peter's
Spirit-empowered ministry in Lydda, Sharon, and Joppa turned many to the Lord.

The primary purpose of Spirit baptism is empowerment for witness, so seek to be
filled, yield to the Spirit daily, and remain open to His directions.

ONE-SENTENCE MEMORY
Jesus met Saul on the Damascusroad, a Spirit-filled layman prayed
for him to be healed and filled, and at once he began to preach.
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CHAPTER 7 - UNIT 3 - DAY 2

Thelnclusion of the Gentiles

A divine appointment, Peter goes to the Gentiles, Peter's Spirit-inspired
message, the Caesarean outpouring, the opening of the door, and the
strengthening and expansion of the church

Taught by Lec SK. KIERU

Source: Acts: The Spirit of God in Mission - Denzil R. Miller (Based on Chapter 7)

Chapter purpose. This chapter studies the Caesarean outpouring, the third and
final key outpouring of the transitional period, which opened the door wide to
Gentile inclusion into the body of Christ and to full Gentile participation in the
mission of God.

Chapter 6 covered Saul's conversion, commissioning and empowering, and
Peter's Spirit-empowered ministry in Judea. Chapter 7 staysinside the
transitional period and takes up the third key outpouring of that period, the
Caesarean outpouring, after the Samaritan and Damascene outpourings
already examined.

Biblereading: Acts10:1-12:25

Read the whole assignment before the lesson. The chapter then asks you to review
a shorter passage before each of its six parts. Acts 10:1-26, Acts 10:27-33, Acts
10:34-43, Acts 10:44-48, Acts 11:1-18, and Acts 11:19-12:25.

L ear ning Objectives
* Explain the meaning of the vision that the Spirit gave to Peter on the rooftop.

 Explain why it isimportant to understand that Jesus ministered in the power and
anointing of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:38), and what this implies for ministry today.

« State how the Jewish brothers who accompanied Peter to Caesarea knew that the
Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit.

* Show from Acts 1:8 and 11:15-17 that the Gentiles in Caesarea were given the
Holy Spirit to empower them as witnesses.

* Explain when evangelism becomes missions, and how a church can become a
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missiona church.

Before ThisLesson, Read Your Bible
Acts 10:1-12:25

Before beginning this chapter, read Acts 10:1-12:25. Keep your Bible open
through the lesson, since the chapter reviews a shorter passage before each of its
SiX parts.

TheBigldea

The Caesar ean outpouring opened the door wideto Gentileinclusion
into the body of Christ.

WhereWe Arein Acts
A Commission, a Command, and a Promise

» Before Jesus returned to heaven, He left His church with acommission, a
command, and a promise.

» He commissioned His followers to be His witnesses in all the earth. Today we
call this commission the Great Commission. It isfound in all four Gospels and
Acts (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:46-49; John 20:21-22; Acts
1:8).

» He commanded His disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they had been clothed
with power from heaven (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5).

* He promised them that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came
upon them, thus enabling them to be effective witnesses for Him in all the earth
(Acts 1:8).

» The disciples obeyed His command, received His promise, and immediately
began to fulfill His commission.

From the Jewish Mission to the Transitional Period

* Jesus promise of power was first fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost when Christ
poured out the Spirit on His disciples, empowering them to be His witnesses
(2:1-4).
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A few weeks later God poured out His Spirit a second time in Jerusalem, again
empowering the church for its missionary task (4:31).

» These two outpourings enabled the church to fulfill the first part of Jesus
mandate, to be His witnessesin Jerusalem (1:8). We call this witness in Jerusalem
the Jewish mission.

* Christ's desire for His church was that it be an omni-ethnic international
community of believers. Before this could happen, however, it needed to be
prepared for its mission to the nations.

* This preparation came through a series of providential events and key
outpourings of the Holy Spirit. We call this period in Acts the transitional period.
* The providential events already examined include the persecution and scattering
of the Jerusalem believers.

» Two key outpourings already examined took place during this same period: the
Samaritan outpouring and the Damascene outpouring. These helped to prepare the
church for its coming Gentile mission.

This Chapter: A Third Key Outpouring

* In this chapter we examine a third key outpouring of the Spirit that took place
during the transitional period, the Caesarean outpouring (see Table 2.1).

* This outpouring of the Holy Spirit opened the door wide to Gentile inclusion
into the body of Christ.
« It further opened the door to full Gentile participation in the mission of God.

* It al began with God supernaturally arranging an appointment between a Gentile
soldier and a Jewish apostle.

The Three Outpourings of the Transitional Period

The transitional period prepared the church for its mission to the nations through providential
events and three key outpourings of the Spirit. The chapter points the reader back to Table 2.1
for the full list of seven key outpourings.

Order in the transitional period - Outpouring - What the chapter says about it

* Order in the transitional period: First. Outpouring: The Samaritan outpouring.
What the chapter says about it: Already examined. It helped to prepare the church
for its coming Gentile mission.
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* Order in the transitional period: Second. Outpouring: The Damascene
outpouring. What the chapter says about it: Already examined. It helped to prepare
the church for its coming Gentile mission.

* Order in the transitional period: Third and final. Outpouring: The Caesarean
outpouring. What the chapter says about it: The fifth of seven key outpourings of
the Spirit in Acts. It opened the door wide to Gentile inclusion into the body of
Christ, and opened the door to full Gentile participation in the mission of God.

The Story: A Divine Appointment (Acts 10:1-26)

A God-fearing Gentile man by the name of Cornelius lived with his family in the
city of Caesarea. He was a Roman centurion of the Italian Regiment. He prayed
often and gave generously to the poor. One day an angel of God appeared to him
inavision. The angel informed him that God had taken note of his prayers and
giftsto the poor. He told Cornelius to send men to Joppa and bring back a man
named Simon Peter. In obedience Cornelius sent three men to Joppato get Peter,
who was staying in the home of Simon the tanner.

The next day, as the men were approaching Joppa, Peter went up on the roof to
pray. There hefell into atrance and saw avision. In the vision heaven opened, and
alarge sheet was et down by four corners. It was filled with all sorts of unclean
animals, reptiles, and birds. A voice commanded Peter to "kill and eat.” Peter
refused, saying, "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." The voice
challenged him, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”" This
scene was repeated three times, and the sheet was taken back to heaven.

As Peter pondered these things, the three men from Caesarea arrived at the door to
Simon's house. The Spirit then spoke to Peter, telling him that three men were
looking for him and that he should not hesitate to go with them, for God had sent
them.

The men told Peter the story of Cornelius and of his sending them to bring Peter
to Caesarea. The next day Peter took six Jewish brothers with him and went with
the three men to Caesarea. When they arrived at the house of Corneliusthe
following day, they found that Cornelius had called together alarge number of his
relatives and close friends, who were ready to hear what Peter had to say.
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Commentary on Acts 10:1-26

God Set Up the Meeting

» The meeting of Peter and Corneliusis another example of what has been called a
"divine appointment." God set up the meeting between Peter and Cornelius.

» God had a great purpose and plan for this meeting. His purpose was to show that
His kingdom was open to all who would seek Him, whether Jew or Gentile.

* It was also to demonstrate that any people of any nation can become full
participantsin His mission if they will be filled with His Spirit.

* His plan was to bring a group of Palestinian Jewish believers together with a
group of Roman Gentiles and then move powerfully by His Spirit upon them all.

* In this story we again see the Holy Spirit acting as Superintendent of the
Harvest. It is He who is directing the work of missions.

10:1 Caesarea
» Caesarea was an important seaport city built by Herod the Great between 25 and
13B.C.

* It was located about fifty miles (eighty kilometers) northwest of Jerusalem and
served as the residence of the Roman procurator of Palestine.

» Caesarea had a mixed Jewish and Gentile population.
10:1 A man named Cornelius

 Along with Peter, Corneliusis the chief player in this story.

* Luke describes him as a God-fearer, that is, a Gentile who sincerely sought to
serve and follow the God of Israel.

» He was a prayerful man, godly, generous, and deeply reverent.
« Still, to the Jewish mind he remained an unclean Gentile.

» Even more, he was a Roman soldier, and thus aliving symbol of Gentile
oppression over the Jews.

10:3 A vision

» An angel of God appeared to Corneliusin avision. The Spirit moved on this
yet-to-be-converted man, directing him to the truth.
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* One work of the Holy Spirit is to point men to the truth (John 6:44; 16:8-11).

» Many ex-Muslims can testify today of how Christ appeared to themin avision,
beginning their quest for Him.

10:9 Peter went up on theroof to pray

» Cornelius and Peter are both noted for their prayer in this story (vv. 2, 4, 9,
30-31; 11:5).

* Prayer isa central prerequisite for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. (Concerning
the relationship of prayer to receiving the Holy Spirit, see comments on 1:14.)
10:10 Heféll into atrance

* Peter'sfalling into a trance was an act of the Holy Spirit. It was while hewasin
this state that the Lord gave him avision.

* Believers should not seek after visions; however, when they come, they should
welcome and cherish them.

10:15 Do not call anything impurethat God has made clean
» God was teaching Peter that Jewish Christians should no longer consider
Gentiles as impure or unclean. Christ died for them just as He died for the Jews.

* Neither should Gentiles be required to become Jewish proselytes before
becoming Christians.

* Because of what Christ has done, they have the same right as the Jews to
approach God for salvation and blessing.

* This represents amajor shift in thinking for the Jewish Christians. It opened the
door for Gentile inclusion in the blessing of Abraham (Genesis 22:18; compare
Galatians 3:16).

10:19 The Spirit said to him

* Because Peter had been filled with the Spirit (2:4) and he remained full of the
Spirit through prayer (2:42; 3:1; 6:4) and repeated fillings of the Spirit (4:8, 31),
he was able to hear and clearly discern the voice of the Spirit.

The Story: Peter Goesto the Gentiles (Acts 10:27-33)

When Peter and his companions entered Cornelius house, they found alarge
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gathering of people ready to hear what Peter had to say. After expressing his
misgivings about entering into a Gentile home, Peter assured the residents that
"God has shown me that | should not call any man impure or unclean.” He then
asked them why they had sent for him.

Cornelius told Peter of hisvision and how an angel had told him to send for him.
He concluded, "Now we are all herein the presence of God to listen to everything
the Lord has commanded you to tell us."

Commentary on Acts 10:27-33
10:28 God has shown me

* Peter's newfound understanding of God's ways did not come to him by
intellectual endeavor, but by adirect action of the Holy Spirit.

» What the Holy Spirit showed him, however, was nothing new. It was what the
Scriptures had taught from the beginning: that God is the God of all creation and
that He loves all nations and wants them all to know and serve Him (Genesis 12:3;
Psalms 2:8).

10:33Weareall herein the presence of God

« Cornelius understood that when people prayerfully gather in the Lord's name, He
joins them (Matthew 18:20).

» God's presence is manifested when His people pray and call upon His name. In
such an atmosphere the Holy Spirit is easily received.

The Story: Peter's Spirit-Inspired M essage (Acts 10:34-43)

Peter began his message to Cornelius household with an admission: "I now
realize," he said, "how trueit isthat God does not show favoritism but accepts
men from every nation who fear Him and do what isright." He then launched into
arecital of the gospel message, declaring that Jesusis Lord of all. He told how
God had anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power, and how He had gone
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil.

Peter then addressed the theme of Spirit-empowered witness, stating that God had
raised up the apostles to be witnesses of al that Jesus did. They testified about
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Him and how He was crucified, and how God had raised Him from the dead. After
His resurrection, Jesus was not seen by everyone, but by witnesses whom God
chose.

He sent those same witnesses to testify that Jesus is the One whom God has
appointed as the Judge of al people. Not only that, but the prophets also bore
witness to Christ, saying that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness
of sins.

Commentary on Acts 10:34-43
ThreeMajor Themesin Peter's Sermon

While presenting the actual words and essence of Peter's sermon to the household
of Cornelius, Luke carefully constructed the sermon to help his readers understand
exactly what was taking place on that day and what God was trying to accomplish.

* First, Peter's newfound realization that he should call no man common or
unclean. This represented aradical shift in Peter's thinking concerning the
Gentiles. It was aso adirect challenge to the Judaizers within the Jerusalem
church. It was absolutely essential that this shift in thinking take place if the
church was to become &l that Jesus intended it to be.

* Second, the gospel, the message of Christ. This message was the core of all
apostolic witness. Peter declared that Jesus was the Messiah and Lord of all. He
spoke of His death, His resurrection, and His post-resurrection appearances
(compare 1 Corinthians 15:1-8).

* Third and most developed, Spirit-anointed vocational witness. Peter told of how
Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit to perform His ministry. The same was true
of the apostles, who were eyewitnesses of everything Jesus did, including His
death and resurrection, and who saw Him aive after His resurrection.

» He commanded them to preach and testify to the people that He was the Judge of
the living and the dead. Finally, the prophets testified about God's universal
salvation for all who would believe.

 Thiswitness theme isimportant, for it sets the stage for the outpouring of the
Spirit about to take place.
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10:34 | now realize... that God does not show favoritism

* Peter repeated the lesson he learned on the rooftop in Joppa.

* Before the gospel could advance beyond parochial Judaism, the church had to
come to the understanding that God accepts people from every nation who will
fear Him and do what is right.

10:36 Jesus Christ, whoisLord of all

* Jesusis not only the promised Jewish Messiah, He is Lord (Greek Kurios) over
all peoples and nations.

e Jesusisreferred to as"Lord" nearly one hundred timesin Acts.

* Thetitle identifies Him both as deity and supreme ruler in God's kingdom.

10:38 God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
power ... God was with him

* Although Jesus was truly God, in Hisincarnation He emptied himself of the use
of Hisdivine attributes and ministered as aman full of the Holy Spirit (compare
Philippians 2:6-7).

* Jesus ministry was thus performed not in His own power as the second person of
the Trinity, but in the power of the Holy Spirit.

» Thisisakey themein the Gospel of Luke, beginning with Jesus announcement
that "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor" (4:18; compare 3:21-23), and continuing throughout His
ministry (4:1, 14; 5:15; 9:1; 11.:20; 24:45, 49; Acts 1.2).

e [tisfor thisreason that Jesus could say to His disciples that they would be able
to do the same, and even greater, works than He (John 14:12). It is because they
would be anointed by the same Spirit who anointed Him.

10:39 We are witnesses
» Spirit-anointed vocational witnessis the major theme in Peter's sermon to
Cornelius household and is amajor theme in Acts.

» The word "witness" is used twice in this passage (vv. 39, 41) and implied two
other times, using the cognate word "testify" (vv. 42-43).

» Witness first appearsin 1:8 where Jesus tells His disciples that they will be His
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"witnesses... to the ends of the earth." (See comments on 2:32.)
10:39-40 They killed him..., but God raised him from the dead

* The central core of the gospel message is the vicarious death and glorious
resurrection of Christ. (Compare 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. See the commentson 1:3.)

The Story: The Holy Spirit IsPoured Out on Gentiles (Acts
10:44-48)

Before Peter had finished his message, the Holy Spirit came powerfully upon all
who were listening. The Jews who accompanied Peter to Caesarea were amazed

that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. They
knew it was so because they heard them speaking in tongues and magnifying God.

Peter then called for these new believers to be baptized in water, saying, "They
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." After this he stayed with Cornelius
and his companions for afew days.

Commentary on Acts 10:44-48

Again the Holy Spirit Is Poured Out

* The Caesarean outpouring is the fifth of seven key outpourings of the Spirit in
Acts.

* Itisalso the third and final outpouring during the transitional period.

» This outpouring opened wide the door for the upcoming Gentile mission (see
Table 2.1).

* The purpose of the Caesarean outpouring was the same as for every other
outpouring of the Spirit in Acts: to empower the church for missional witness
(compare 1:8; 10:46; 11:15).

10:44 While Peter was still speaking these wor ds

» The"words" Luke isreferring to are Peter's words concerning Spirit-empowered
vocational witness (vv. 38-43).

* [t was at that precise moment in Peter's sermon that the Holy Spirit fell on all
those who were present.
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 This"divine coincidence" helps us to understand the reason the Holy Spirit was
given on this occasion.

» The Spirit was given so that the Gentile household of Cornelius could be
empowered for vocational witness, just as Christ himself had been (v. 38).

10:44 The Holy Spirit came on all

» Empowerment for mission is an experience for all Christians.

» Theword "all" often occursin Scripture in relation to peopl€e's experiencing the
Spirit.

» Moses wished "that all the Lord's people were prophets and that the Lord would
put his Spirit on them!" (Numbers 11:29).

« Joel prophesied of atime when God would pour out His Spirit on "all people"
(Joel 2:28).

» On the Day of Pentecost "they were all filled with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:4).

* On that same occasion Peter announced that the gift of the Holy Spirit was "for
all who are far off, for all whom the Lord our God will call" (Acts 2:39).

» Now, here at the household of Cornelius, "the Holy Spirit came on all who heard
the message.”

10:45 The gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the
Gentiles

» Joel had prophesied that God would pour out His Spirit on all peoples.

* God continued to fulfill that promise by giving the Spirit to uncircumcised
Gentiles.

10:46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God

» The Greek word tranglated "for" (gar) in this verseis often transated "because.”

* The Jewish brethren knew that the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit because
they heard them speak in tongues and magnify God.

* Speaking in tongues and prophetic witness thus serve as evidence that one has
received the Holy Spirit.

* Thisisthe second instance in Acts where tongues are specifically mentioned as
occurring immediately upon one's receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4).
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 Tongues are again specifically mentioned in Acts 19, when the Ephesian
disciples receive the Spirit (v. 6).

* In the two other instances in Acts of individualsinitially receiving the Holy
Spirit, speaking in tongues is consistent with the data (8:17-18; compare 9:17-18
with 1 Corinthians 14:18).

» The NIV translates megaluno as "praising,” but better tranglations are "magnify"
(NKJV) or "exalting" (NASB).

» These newly Spirit-baptized Gentiles were likely exalting God by declaring His
mighty works to others, as did the 120 disciples and Peter at Pentecost (2:11,
14ff.), rather than by praising Him as the NIV indicates.

» The Caesarean outpouring is another example of Luke's empowerment-witness
motif first introduced in 1:8.

10:47 They have received the Holy Spirit just aswe have

* The Gentiles in Caesarea received the Spirit just as the 120 Jews in Jerusalem at
Pentecost, and for the same purpose: Spirit-empowered witness.

The Story: The Door 1sOpened (Acts 11:1-18)

Soon the news of what had happened at Caesarea spread throughout all Judea.
Everyone was saying that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. Some
Jewish believers, however, were not happy about what Peter had done. When Peter
returned to Jerusalem, they began to criticize him, charging him with the offense
of going into the house of uncircumcised Gentiles and eating with them.

Peter defended his actions by explaining exactly what had happened to him,
including his vision and the Spirit'sinjunction to him: "Do not call anything
impure that God has made clean." He further told these Jewish believers how the
Spirit had spoken to him and told him to have no hesitation about going to
Caesarea. Peter then told them about Cornelius' vision and how he had sent for
him to bring them a message from God. The message would show them how they
could be saved.

Peter finally told them of how the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles, noting that He
"came on them as He had come on us at the beginning.” Peter was then reminded
of the final speech of Jesus, how He had said to His disciples, " John baptized with
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water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." He concluded, "If God gave
them the same gift as He gave us... who was | to think that | could oppose God?"

When the assembly heard this, they held their peace and confessed that "God has
granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."

Commentary on Acts11:1-18
A Pivotal Moment in the History of the Church

* The outpouring of the Spirit on the Gentiles in Caesarea was a pivotal moment in
the history of the church.

» On that occasion God gave to those Gentile seekers two dynamic, almost
simultaneous experiences. First, He granted to them "repentance unto life" (Acts
11:18).

* He then almost immediately empowered them for witness by pouring out the
Holy Spirit on them, just as He had done with the 120 "at the beginning" (v. 15).

» God was indeed pouring the new wine of the Spirit into the old wineskins of
Jewish religious tradition, and the old wineskins could not contain it.

» God thus used the Caesarean outpouring to help prepare the church for its
mission to “the ends of the earth” as Jesus had outlined in 1:8.

Witnessin Two Directions

* This outpouring is yet another key example of Luke's empowerment-witness
motif in Acts. The Caesarean outpouring resulted in powerful witnessin two
directions.

* First, it resulted in witness to the inhabitants of Caesarea. It did this through
immediate prophetic proclamation of the gospel (see notes on 10:46) and by
creating a new center of Spirit-empowered witnessin an important Roman seaport
(Acts 18:22; 21:8, 16).

* Second, the Caesarean outpouring witnessed back to the church in Jerusalem. It
said to the Jewish Christians there that they should not place unnecessary
requirements on Gentiles, other than faith and repentance, before they could
become Christians.

 Uncircumcised Gentiles should be allowed into the church not only as
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full-fledged members but also as full participantsin God's mission.
11:12 The Spirit told me

» When explaining his actions to the apostles and eldersin Jerusalem, Peter
answered that the Spirit had spoken to him, directing him to do what he did.

* Again, the Spirit was actively involved in directing and fulfilling the mission of
Christ.

* Because Peter was open and obedient to the voice of the Spirit, God was able to
use him.

11:15 The Holy Spirit came on them

* This phrase reminds us of Jesus promisein 1:8: "But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you."

* Luke's use of the same terminology in both instances hel ps us to understand how
we are to interpret the Caesarean outpouring.

* Here at Caesarea God was fulfilling His promise of Acts 1:8 that He would
empower believers for missional witness when the Holy Spirit "came upon™ them.

* Peter further testified that the Holy Spirit came upon the Caesareans "as... on us
at the beginning." They received the Spirit in the same way and for the same
purpose as the disciples at Pentecost, empowerment for witness.

11:16 You will be baptized with the Holy Spirit
» When the Spirit fell on the Caesareans, Peter remembered these words of Jesus
spoken just before His ascension into heaven (1:4-8).

* They were spoken in the context of Jesus preparing His disciples for the Day of
Pentecost, when they would be empowered by the Spirit to take the gospel to al
nations (v. 8).

e Theimplication is again clear: the Caesareans' baptism in the Holy Spirit was for
the same purpose as the believers at Pentecost, empowerment for mission.

11:17 God gave them the same gift as he gave us

» God gave the new Caesarean believers the same gift (the baptism in the Holy
Spirit) for the same purpose (empowerment for witness) as He gave to the apostles
and other believers on the Day of Pentecost.
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* Today the Lord still baptizes believersin the Holy Spirit for the same purpose.
11:18 So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life

* Peter's reasoning is seamless.

« If God has empowered Gentiles to be His witnesses to the nations and He has
given them the same divine evidence as He gave to the 120 at Pentecost (speaking
in tongues), then it cannot be denied that He must have first granted them
repentance leading to eternal life.

The Story: The Church Strengthens and Expands (Acts
11:19-12:25)

The Gospel Reaches Antioch

Luke now takes his readers back to the scattering of the Jewish believersin Acts 8.
Hetells how some of those who were scattered by the persecution traveled as far
as Phoenicia, Cyprus, Cyrene, and Syrian Antioch. Those who first arrived in
Antioch preached the gospel to fellow Jews only. Some, however, who came to
Antioch by way of Cyprus and Cyrene, preached the gospel to the Greeks
(non-Jews) also. The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people
turned to the Lord.

When news of what was happening in Antioch reached the church leadersin
Jerusalem, they sent Barnabas to check on the work. Barnabas was full of the
Holy Spirit and faith, and when he arrived in Antioch, he was glad when he saw
"evidence of the grace of God." He encouraged the disciples there to remain true
to the Lord. Asaresult of his ministry, many people cameto Christ.

Barnabas then went to Tarsus, where he found Saul. He brought him back to
Antioch, where he and Saul worked together teaching many people. It was after a
year of such teaching that the disciplesin Antioch first came to be known as
Christians.

About that time a group of prophets came down from Jerusalem. One of their
number, Agabus by name, prophesied through the Spirit that a great famine was
coming. In response to this prophecy, the disciplesin Antioch decided to help their
brothersliving in Judea by sending a gift to them by Barnabas and Saul.
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Herod, Prison, and Deliverance

Soon after this, Herod, the political ruler of the area, began persecuting the church
in Jerusalem by arresting Christians. He killed James and then seized Peter and
put him into prison to be held for trial. When the church heard what happened, it
began to intercede for his release.

The night before Peter's trial, an angel of the Lord appeared in his cell, awoke

him, and told him to get up. As he did, the chains fell from hiswrists. The angel
then led him out of the prison. Dazed, Peter thought he had seen avision. When
he finally came to himself, he understood that the Lord had sent His angel to
deliver him. He then went to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where a
large group of believers had gathered to pray for him. At first the believers did not
believe that it was actually Peter, but when they finally recognized him, they were
astonished.

The next morning confusion filled the prison. No one knew what had happened to
Peter. In anger, Herod had the guards executed. He later went to Caesarea.
Because he refused to acknowledge God, an angel of the Lord struck him down,
and he was eaten by worms and died.

Even in the midst of such persecution, "the word of God continued to increase and
spread.” When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission of delivering the
relief money from the saints in Antioch to those in Jerusalem, they returned to
Antioch, taking with them John Mark.

Commentary: Missionary Witnessin Antioch (Acts 11:19-30)
The Church Continuesto Strengthen and Expand

* Seven years after Pentecost the church had spread throughout all Judea, Samaria,
and Galilee; southward into Gaza and North Africa; westward into Cyprusin the
Mediterranean Sea; and northward into Phoenicia, Syria, and Cilicia.

* It had also likely spread to many places not mentioned in Acts.

* In the remainder of chapter 11 and in chapter 12, Luke told about the planting of
the church in Antioch and of further developments affecting the church in
Jerusalem.
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When Does Evangelism Become Missions?
» Evangelism becomes missions when believers begin to minister across cultures.
We see this happening in the church in Antioch.

* Thefirst wave of Jewish Christiansto arrive in Antioch told the message only to
Jews. The second wave, however, preached the gospel to Greeks also.

» Although the first wave had traveled many miles from their home in Jerusalem
and had crossed national borders, they were still doing evangelism because they
were only reaching their own people.

» However, when the second wave began to reach out to those of different cultural
and ethnic backgrounds, they were doing missions!

* The church founded in Antioch was to become the second great center of
Christian missions, after Jerusalem. It was from this church that Paul would
launch his three missionary journeys. Luke therefore told us about the founding of
this great church.

11:20 The good news about the Lord Jesus

» Asin every other instance in Acts, wherever the believers went, their central
message remained the good news about the Lord Jesus.

* This message must also remain the centerpiece of our preaching today, for only
the message of Jesusis able to save people from their sins and give them eternal
life (Acts 4:12; 16:31).

11:21 The Lord's hand waswith them

* Thisis another way of saying that the manifest presence and power of the Holy
Spirit accompanied them.

* In Scripture the Spirit is often pictured as the hand (or arm or finger) of the Lord
(Ezekiel 3:14; 37:1; Luke 11:20; see also the comments on 4:30).

11:23 Evidence of the grace of God

* The evidence of the grace of God that Barnabas saw was the changed lives of the
people who had become disciples of Jesus.

» We should expect this same evidence in our ministries today.

11:24 A good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith
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* Barnabas is mentioned thirty timesin Acts and five times in the Pauline epistles.

* Because of his generous nature, he earned the title " Son of Encouragement”
(4:36). In the church in Antioch he lived up to his name, for there ""he encouraged
themal" (v. 23).

* Barnabas was also an apostle and traveling companion of Paul on Paul's first
missionary journey (13:3-14:26).

» He was also a preacher (15:35), ateacher (11:26; 13:1; 15:35), aprophet (13:1),
and aworker of miracles (14:3; 15:12).

» Asaresult of Barnabas' Spirit-filled ministry, many people came to know the
Lord. Here Luke draws a direct relationship between the preacher's character, his
being full of the Holy Spirit, his faith, and church growth.

11:26 The discipleswere called Christiansfirst at Antioch
* Note that it was disciples (that is, committed learners) who were called
Christians (Greek Christianous) at Antioch.

* [t was only after an entire year of intensive discipleship training that these
disciples began to display the character of Christ to such an extent that they were
called Christians.

11:28 Agabus... through the Spirit predicted... a severefamine
» Agabus was one of a group of prophets who came from Jerusalem to strengthen
the work in Antioch (v. 27).

* Thisisthefirst of two times that this prophet is mentioned in Acts (21:10). He
seemed to have had a special gift of predictive prophecy.

* Not al prophecy in Scripture, however, is predictive. Even with the Old
Testament prophets, most of their ministry was not predicting the future but
declaring the word of the Lord to their contemporary audiences.

* In the church the threefold purpose of prophecy is strengthening, encouraging,
and comforting believers (1 Corinthians 14:3; see a so the comments on 21:10).

Commentary: Persecution, Prayer, Deliverance, and Witness
(Acts12:1-25)

A Second Sour ce of Persecution
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* Persecution now came to the Jerusalem church from a second source.

* The first wave of persecution had come from the Jewish authorities. This wave
came from Herod, the political ruler of the area.

* Persecution is arepeated theme in Acts. (For an explanation of the role of
persecution in Acts, see commentson 8:1.)

12:5 The church was ear nestly praying to God
» Again Luke emphasized the power of prayer and the central role that it played in
thelife of the early church.

* Throughout Acts, we see the believers constantly in prayer, both individually and
corporately.

* Prayer is a powerful weapon at the disposal of the church.

12:24 The word of God continued to increase and spread

* In spite of constant harassment and even martyrdom, the church stayed focused
on its mission and continued to proclaim the gospel.

Conclusion

« With the story of Peter's deliverance from prison, we come to the end of the
second section of Acts, the transitional period.

* The church was now ready to launch its Gentile mission.
* |t did this with a powerful move of the Holy Spirit in the church in Antioch. That

move of the Spirit is discussed in the next chapter.

Important Terms

Divine appointment. A meeting that God himself arranges.

God-fearer. A Gentile who worshipped and followed the God of |srael.

Proselytes. Gentiles who converted to Judaism. Peter learned that Gentiles did not
have to do thisfirst.

Caesarean outpouring. The pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Cornelius Gentile
household in Caesarea.

Transitional period. The middle section of Acts, where God prepared the church
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for its mission to the nations.
Missional witness. Witness that carries the gospel out to the nations.

Empowerment-witness motif. Luke's repeated pattern in Acts: the Spirit comes,
power is given, witness follows.

Superintendent of the Harvest. The Holy Spirit as the one who directs the work of
missions.

Key People

* Cornelius: A God-fearing Gentile who lived with hisfamily in Caesarea. A
Roman centurion of the Italian Regiment. Prayerful, godly, generous, and deeply
reverent. Along with Peter, the chief player in this story.

* Peter: The Jewish apostle who received the rooftop vision in Joppa, preached to
Cornelius household, and later defended his actions before the believersin
Jerusalem. He was aso delivered from Herod's prison by an angel.

» Simon the tanner: The man in whose home Peter was staying in Joppa.

» The angel of God: Appeared to Corneliusin avision and told him to send to
Joppafor Simon Peter. Later an angel of the Lord freed Peter from prison and
struck down Herod.

* The six Jewish brothers: The believers Peter took with him from Joppato
Caesarea. They were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles.

* Barnabas: Sent by the Jerusalem leaders to check on the work in Antioch. "A
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith." Called " Son of Encouragement”
(4:36), and also a preacher, teacher, prophet, and worker of miracles.

« Saul: Found by Barnabas at Tarsus and brought to Antioch, where the two taught
many people for ayear. He and Barnabas carried the famine relief gift to Judea.

» Agabus: One of agroup of prophets who came from Jerusalem to Antioch. He
prophesied through the Spirit that a great famine was coming.

» Herod: The political ruler of the area. He persecuted the church in Jerusalem,
killed James, and imprisoned Peter. Because he refused to acknowledge God, an
angel of the Lord struck him down.
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» Mary the mother of John Mark: A large group of believers gathered at her house
to pray for Peter while he wasin prison.

Key Places

 Caesarea. An important seaport city built by Herod the Great between 25 and 13
B.C., about fifty miles (eighty kilometers) northwest of Jerusalem. It served asthe
residence of the Roman procurator of Palestine and had a mixed Jewish and
Gentile population.

* Joppa: Where Peter was staying in the home of Simon the tanner, and where he
went up on the roof to pray and received the vision.

* Jerusalem: Where Peter returned and was criticized for going into the house of
uncircumcised Gentiles, and where the assembly confessed that God had granted
even the Gentiles repentance unto life.

* Antioch (Syrian Antioch): Where the gospel was preached to Greeks aswell as
Jews, where the disciples were first called Christians, and which became the
second great center of Christian missions after Jerusalem.

* Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Cyrene: Places reached by believers scattered by the
persecution of Acts 8. Some who came from Cyprus and Cyrene preached to the
Greeksin Antioch.

* Tarsus: Where Barnabas went to find Saul before bringing him to Antioch.

Key Event

The Caesarean outpouring (Acts 10:44-48). While Peter was still speaking, the
Holy Spirit came powerfully upon al who were listening in the house of
Cornelius, and they spoke in tongues and magnified God.

Thisisthe fifth of seven key outpourings of the Spirit in Acts and the third and
final outpouring during the transitional period. Its purpose was the same as every
other outpouring in Acts: to empower the church for missional witness. It opened
the door wide to Gentile inclusion into the body of Christ and to full Gentile
participation in the mission of God.

Key Verse
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"They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have."

Acts 10:47

Remember This

* The Caesarean outpouring opened the door wide to Gentile inclusion into the

body of Christ.

» Any people can become full participantsin God's mission if they will befilled
with the Spirit.

» Thiswitness theme isimportant. It sets the stage for the outpouring of the Spirit
about to take place.

* "They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have."

* We must ensure that those who receive the gospel are immediately empowered
by the Spirit.

* Evangelism becomes missions when believers begin to minister across cultures.
» Missional churches minister to different ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

Life Application: A Divine Appointment
» We should not consider anyone unworthy of hearing and responding to the
message of Christ.

» We should gladly carry the gospel to all people. When we do, we can expect the
Holy Spirit to guide us.

» When such guidance comes, we can be sure that the Spirit is working on both
ends of the situation. Not only does He guide us into witnessing, He also prepares
the hearts of the ones He is directing usto.

* If we, like Peter, will befilled with the Spirit and remain prayerful, we too can
expect the Lord to speak to us and to guide us.

Life Application: Peter Goesto the Gentiles

» We should not hesitate to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit, even when He
leads us into unfamiliar and uncomfortable situations.

» When we do follow Hisleading, we can be assured that His presence will go
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with us.

Life Application: Peter's Spirit-lnspired M essage
* If Jesus ministered in the power of the Spirit, then we too must seek to minister
in that same power.

* Just as He was anointed by the Spirit (Luke 3:21-22 with 4:18-19), we too must
be anointed by the Spirit.

* This anointing comes as aresult of one's being baptized in the Holy Spirit as
were the 120 on the Day of Pentecost and as were the Gentile seekers in Caesarea.

* The anointing remains as we daily live and walk in the Spirit.

» We must keep the message of Jesus death, burial, and resurrection at the center
of al our preaching and teaching.

Life Application: The Holy Spirit Is Poured Out on Gentiles

* We, too, can expect to receive the Holy Spirit today just as He was received by
these Gentile believersin Caesarea and just as the disciples did on the Day of
Pentecost.

» When we receive the Holy Spirit, we can expect the same results: we will speak
in tongues and receive power to be effective witnesses for Him.

Life Application: The Door 1sOpened

» Aswe minister for Christ, we should expect the same divine guidance that the
Spirit gave to Peter and other New Testament believers. We can trust Him to guide
usin the way.

» When He does give us direction, we should be willing to go without hesitation to
any place or to any people wherever He directs.

» Aswe go, we should bear in mind that not only will God use us to spread His
Word, but He will also use those to whom we take the gospel.

* [t istherefore essential that we ensure that those who receive the gospel are
immediately empowered by the Spirit to take the gospel to others.

Life Application: The Church Strengthens and Expands
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« If we are to have truly missional churches, we must gladly minister to people of
different ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

» We cannot allow people of different tribes and religions who live in our
neighborhoods to go unevangelized. We must find ways to reach them with the
gospel.

* In thisway we can be true missionaries, without even leaving our own home
towns.

* It isimportant that we ensure that the Lord's hand is with us as we minister. We
must have the Spirit's presence and power in us.

* Just as Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, we should
also seek to live holy lives, be filled with the Spirit, and act in faith in al that we
do for Christ.

» When we face difficulties in fulfilling the Great Commission, we should turn to
God in earnest prayer. Through prayer we can tap into the miracle-working power
of God.

* It isaso through prayer that we receive strength and guidance for the work
ahead.

« If we will seek God's face and remain focused on His mission, we too can expect
to see the word of God continue to increase and spread wherever we are
ministering.

Textbook Review and Application
* 1. What was the meaning of the vision that the Spirit gave to Peter on the

rooftop?

* 2. Why isit important to understand that Jesus ministered in the power and
anointing of the Holy Spirit? (Acts 10:38). What are the implications for our
ministries today?

* 3. How did the Jewish brothers who accompanied Peter to Caesarea know that
the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit?

* 4, According to Acts 1:8 and 11:15-17, how do we know that the Gentilesin
Caesarea were given the Holy Spirit to empower them as witnesses?

* 5. How can your church become amissional church?
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Quick Review

1. Who was Cornelius?

Answer: A God-fearing Gentile living in Caesarea, a Roman centurion of the Italian Regiment,
who prayed often and gave generously to the poor.

2. Where was Peter staying when he received hisvision, and in whose house?

Answer: In Joppa, in the home of Simon the tanner.

3. What did the voice tell Peter in the vision?

Answer: "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." God was teaching him that
Jewish Christians should no longer consider Gentiles impure or unclean.

4. Where does the Caesarean outpouring stand among the key outpouringsin
Acts?

Answer: It isthefifth of the seven key outpourings, and the third and final outpouring during the
transitional period.

5. When does evangelism become missions?

Answer: Evangelism becomes missions when believers begin to minister across cultures.

Chapter Summary

The Caesarean outpouring opened the door wide to Gentile inclusion into the
body of Christ, and to full Gentile participation in the mission of God.

 God arranged a divine appointment between Cornelius, a Gentile soldier, and
Peter, a Jewish apostle, and taught Peter not to call anything impure that God has
made clean.

» While Peter was still speaking about Spirit-empowered witness, the Holy Spirit
came on all who heard the message, and the Jewish brothers knew it because they
heard them speaking in tongues and magnifying God.

* Peter's report in Jerusalem settled the matter: God gave the Gentiles the same gift
for the same purpose, so the church confessed that God had granted even the
Gentiles repentance unto life.

Carry the gospel to people of every ethnic and cultural background, and make sure
those who receive it are immediately empowered by the Spirit to take it to others.
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ONE-SENTENCE MEMORY

God arranged an appointment between a Gentile soldier and a Jewish
apostle, poured out His Spirit on the Gentilesin Caesarea, and so
opened the door to full Gentile participation in the mission of God.
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